
 

Voices of veterans who have served their country in World War II,         

Korea, Vietnam, the Cold War, 1st Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan 
 

A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT 

SCOTT WILLIAMS 

 

While reading Martha 

MacCallum’s book Uncommon 

Valor about the war in the Pacific,  

I was struck by her citation of 

John Stuart Mill, English philoso-

pher, political economist, Member 

of Parliament, and civil servant: 

“As long as justice and injustice 

have not terminated their ever-

renewing fight for ascendancy in 

the affairs of mankind, human beings must be willing… to 

do battle for the one against the other.” (“The Contest in 

America,” 1862)  Although Mill was referring to the Civil 

War and the need to end the perpetuation of the evil of slav-

ery, his sentiment rings true throughout our nation’s history. 

 Freedom Committee of Orange County military veter-

ans fought evil in Europe, Africa, Asia and the Pacific in 

World War II; in Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan, 

and in the War on Terror.  Our veteran speakers relate their 

personal military stories at our monthly community meet-

ings, schools, scouting and civic groups, fulfilling our mis-

sion to pass the torch of liberty to future generations. 

 We are pleased to relate that again this year the Free-

dom Committee has contracted with the Newport-Mesa Uni-

fied School District to make personal military presentations 

in all six high schools, three intermediate schools, and ele-

mentary schools.  We will continue to speak in South Coun-

ty and Huntington Beach schools, and private schools and 

colleges.  Additionally, we have been contacted by several 

more private and charter schools for Living History 
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presentations.  This will be a busy school 

year for our veterans. 

 On the 11th of this month Freedom 

Committee veterans will be speaking at 

Veterans Day events in the cities of Laguna 

Niguel, Mission Viejo, Yorba Linda, and 

Fountain Valley. 

 I have been contacted by the NMUSD 

and the Orange Unified School District for 

our Living History program to begin in late 

November.  Also, KABC-7 has reached out 

to the Freedom Committee to video veterans 

speaking to students for their Salute to 

Veterans program. 

 Due to the California Public Health reg-

ulations, FCOC Living History speakers are 

required to complete an online volunteer reg-

istration to include proof of full vaccination 

at http://web.nmusd.us/volunteers prior to 

entering the school. 

____________________________________ 

 

Upcoming Community Meetings: 

 

• Nov 10. Post-Vietnam Special Forces 

Training, Maj. James Lockhart 

 

• Dec 8. Pearl Harbor—Never  

      Forget, Cpl. Dwight Hanson 

 

• Jan 12, 2022. Motors, Wheels, Tracks 

and NCR’s, 1st Lt. Scott Williams 
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    QUILTS OF VALOR 
 

We are proud and thankful that some of our 

Freedom Committee members have received 

Quilts of Valor. 

 The Quilts of Valor Foundation is a nation-

wide organization whose mission it is 

“To Cover Service Members and Veterans 

touched by war with comforting and healing 

Quilts of Valor.”  (www.qvof.org). 

 We are grateful and honored to have been so 

selected by this outstanding organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain Bob Olds, U.S. 

Navy, presented his 

Quilt of Valor from 

Barbara Winkler, 

Coordinator, Southern 

California Quilts of 

Valor, 7/11/21. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lt. Colonel Ted Tanner, 

U.S. Air Force, World 

War II, receives his 

Quilt, 7/11/21. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain Tom Gorla, 

U.S. Navy, receives his 

Quilt, 6/29/21. 

 

Left to right, Captain Ed Moore, U.S. Marine 

Corps; Senior Chief Gary Tegel, U.S. Navy;  

Larry Tegel; PfC Mitch Mitchell, U.S. Army; 

and Chief Warrant Officer Malcolm Campbell, 

U.S. Army; all five presented Quilts of Valor 

from Barbara Winkler, at Freedom Committee 

Community Meeting, 8/11/21. 
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ENSIGN HISTORY TEACHER NAMED 

CALIFORNIUA’S BEST 
 

Lindsey Charron, a teacher at Ensign Intermediate 

School, Newport-Mesa School District, has been 

named the 2021 California History Teacher of the 

Year by the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American 

History, the nation’s leading organization dedicated to 

K-12 American history education. Charron was se-

lected among more than 8,500 nationwide nomina-

tions. 

 Charron, a U.S. history teacher for 17 years, 15 

years with Newport-Mesa Unified School District, 

previously served Apple Valley Unified School 

District and Palm Springs Unified School District. 

Currently, she also serves as a National Oratory 

Fellow with Ford’s Theatre and is a master teacher 

with the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American 

History. Previously, she was selected as a James 

Madison Fellow for the State of California in 2013. 

 

“Student voice is a priority, and my goal is for 

students to walk out of my classroom as informed, 

engaged, energized citizens,” said Charron. 

 “It is an honor to work with Denise Weiland, The 

Freedom Committee of Orange County, and all of the 

amazing veterans who have presented in the class-

rooms at Ensign Intermediate School. All year we 

work on having students sharpen their historical 

thinking skills with primary sources such as lesson 

documents, paintings, and pictures, but when the 

veterans come the students get to see walking, breath-

ing primary sources. There is nothing to compare to 

the connections the veterans are able to make with our 

students.”   

 Inaugurated in 2004, the Gilder Lehrman 

Institute of American History Teacher of the 

Year Award highlights the crucial importance of 

history education by honoring exceptional 

American history teachers from elementary 

school through high school. The finalists for the 

National History Teacher of the Year Award 

will be announced on Thursday, Sept. 9. 

 
 

CAPTAIN ED MOORE VISITS 

CAMP PENDLETON 
 

Captain Ed Moore, U.S. Marine Corps, paid a 

call, 7/23/21, at Camp Pendleton and visited an 

infantry company about to depart for their first 

overseas assignment. 

 As the troops gathered around Captain 

Moore, he told them about his own first      

overseas assignment, in 1965, to Vietnam, as a 

2nd Lieutenant helicopter pilot.  He engaged in 

frank, candid discussion with these troops about 

his personal reflections of that time.  He spoke 

of his anxiety and of his fear of the unknown, 

but that he took comfort and confidence in 

knowing that he and his crew were well-trained 

and prepared to succeed. 

  It is a fine tribute to Captain Moore to   

devote such quality time with these young 

troops and to share his personal reflections with 

them to fortify their own strengths and fortitude. 

 Thank you, Captain Moore!  
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    AGAINST ALL ODDS 

 

Sergeant Victor Real, U.S. Marine Corps, 

Korean Conflict Era 
 

Frank Pangborn 
 

This is a story of perseverance, suffering, dedica-

tion, patriotism, and sheer determination. This is 

a story of enlightenment. A story of one who was 

self-made, refusing to give up when the odds 

were against him. This is the story of one who 

was never complacent, never a defeatist, always 

a positivist, confident in himself, never reluctant 

to achieve at the highest level. THIS IS THE 

STORY OF VICTOR REAL!!!! Pay attention 

young person and “Listen my children and you 

shall hear the lifetime story of Victor Real.” 

 

It was a day like any other day in the spring of 

1958 on the East Coast of the United States. This 

particular day would, however, be very unique 

for a young Marine who was in a position usually 

assigned to someone of a higher rank and one 

who had much more experience. This was not 

any ordinary Marine. 

This Marine was Victor Real who had 

been assigned to HMX-1, Quantico, VA to spe-

cifically develop a Presidential Service helicopter 

and be the personal Crew Chief for Transporting 

the President of the United States, Dwight David 

Eisenhower. Up to this point the United States 

did not have specifically a service helicopter for 

the President. Today was the day that this Marine 

would meet his new boss, President Eisenhower.  

Can you imagine the excitement and privilege 

to be the Crew Chief for the leader of the “free 

world”, and perhaps one of the greatest heroes 

of World War II? To personally meet and to di-

rectly work for the President was extraordinary,  

especially for someone who came from humble 

means. This is a TRUE SUCCESS STORY!!! 

Victor would over a short time be called by his 

first name by Eisenhower. This honor came to 

him from hard work and professionalism in do-

ing his duty, and of course through a humble, 

likeable personality, and demonstrating the re-

spect for the position he held. 

So, how did Victor Real earn such an 

honorable position? 

To answer that question, we must go 

back in time to his early life. At 3 years old, 

due to the lack of work, his parents moved to 

Mexico. At age 15, the family moved back to 

Arizona, then to California. At 18 years old Vic-

tor saw a poster on the wall of the Post Office. 

He walked into a recruiter’s office and took the 

entrance exam. He had nearly a perfect score on 

the exam despite having only a sixth-grade edu-

cation. The shocked recruiter asked if he cheat-

ed, but eventually accepted his score and said, 

“Welcome to the Marine Corps.” A surprised 

Victor thought he was joining the Navy. Never-

theless, Victor became a Marine. His first two 

years in the Marines (1953-55) were spent ex-

celling in boot camp, then supply training, in 

San Diego and Camp Pendleton. He then was 

deployed to Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, from 1955-

1957, serving with one of the most famous 

fighting outfits in the Corps—H&S Co, 1st Btn., 

4th Marines, 1st Expeditionary Marine Brigade, 

3rd Marine Division, FMF. Victor in 1957 vol-

unteered for Aviation School for the MOS 6481 

Helicopter Mechanic.  Upon completion of Avi-

ation School in April 1958, Victor received his 

orders to help develop the Presidential Helicop-

ter Service for the President and become the 

FIRST CREW CHIEF serving the President un-

til November 26, 1959. Victor Real excelled at 

every level of his training and service in the 

Marine Corps. He served 6 exemplary and hon-

orable years in the United States Marine Corps. 
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There is so much more to tell about Victor’s 

service and life after the Marines—like his meeting 

Nikita Khrushchev, First Secretary of the Communist 

Party of the Soviet Union from 1953 to 1964. Khrush-

chev wore a lapel pin celebrating the Sputnik satellite. 

Victor gave him the thumbs up not knowing that to a 

Russian that meant “shove it %#*”. Oops, after that 

the crew members of Marine One had to complete a 

course on proper etiquette and customs of foreign 

countries. The recordkeeping, paperwork, systems 

checks, servicing of the helicopter, etc., all were being 

developed for the first time during Victor’s tour of 

duty. Much of these processes and recordkeeping 

manuals are still in use today. 

Victor had a great life after the Marines. He 

attended Engineering School at Northrop Institute of 

Technology. He had a very successful career as an 

Engineer.  He is married to the love of his life, Car-

olyn. He has three children, eleven grandchildren, and 

four great grandchildren. 

 "I've had a better life than my parents,” Victor 

states. “I fought no wars. I lost no limbs. I joined the 

Marine Corps to improve myself in a sphere of 

knowledge and influence. Yes, I made the choice and 

have succeeded in all my endeavors. I am glad to see 

society becoming more of a melting pot, although we 

may be losing a lot of our national pride, this new 

blending will also bring new beginnings, those chang-

es are exciting—and the simple act of bringing differ-

ent cultural messages together is a gratifying chal-

lenge."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations, Victor Real, on a life well-served 

with the Marines, in private life, in a private sector 

career, and your wonderful service to the Freedom 

Committee of Orange County. You have shown that 

though you experienced trials and adversity in your 

life you rose above it all to become a great example 

for our youth on how to be successful and “Never 

Give Up.”  

FCOC PARTNERSHIP WITH 
LYON AIR MUSEUM 

RUNS DEEP 
 

David Wensley 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Freedom Committee and Lyon Air Museum 

share a common purpose: Community Outreach 

with emphasis on educating our youth about our 

nation’s military history.  

 The Freedom Committee’s outreach con-

cept is focused on taking military history direct-

ly to the school classroom through stories told 

by those who actually lived it. The stories these 

veterans tell about events and experiences in 

WWII, Korea, Vietnam, the Middle East, or the 

Cold War, often enhanced with photos from 

their personal collections, have lasting impres-

sions. For most students it is the first time they 

have met and talked with people whose personal 

sacrifices have helped protect our freedom and 

preserve our liberty. 

 Lyon Air Museum is home to an exquisite 

collection of military aircraft, vehicles and 

memorabilia from the World War II era. It is an 

attractive destination for visitors from our com-

munity and, in fact, from around the world. 

Dedicated volunteers, most of them with mili-

tary backgrounds, offer guided tours highlighted 

with fascinating technical and historical details 

to enhance the educational value of the visitor’s 

experience. 

 The Freedom Committee and Lyon Air Mu-

seum are the visionary creations of amazing pa-

triots who dedicated themselves to serving our 

nation and our community.  

(Article continues next page) 



 
“I’ve always wanted to share this with children be-

cause these things fade away into our history,” Gen-

eral Lyon once said.  

 The Freedom Committee of Orange County and 

the Lyon Air Museum represent a highly valuable 

partnership for our community. Together, they are 

meeting the goal of keeping our nation’s military 

history alive. The enthusiastic participation of their 

volunteers, many of whom support both organiza-

tions, are the key to this success.  
 

______________________________ 

PRESENTATIONS BY VETERANS OF 

THE FREEDOM COMMITTEE 
 

  Jul 14.  Really Understanding the High Cost of 

      Freedom, Private First Class George 

      Ciampa, U.S. Army, World War II, 607th 

      Graves Registration Company. 

 

  Aug 11.  Training Cambodian Infrantry in 

      Vietnam, Major James Lockhart, U.S. Army, 

      Special Forces, Vietnam War. 

 

  Sep 8.  For Your Eyes Only—Three Decades of 

      Military History, Major General Bill Mall,  

      U.S. Air Force.  
 

  Oct 13.  The Military Response to 9-11 Attacks, 

 Colonel Wayne Scott, U.S. Air Force 

___________________________________  
FREEDOM COMMITTEE OF ORANGE 

COUNTY  

President…John “Scott” Williams  

Executive Vice President…James Grimm  

Secretary…Tim Richards  

Treasurer…Kirk Hayward  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: John “Scott” Williams,  

Tim Richards, James C. Grimm, Maj. Gen. William 

J. Mall, Jr., Dwight Hanson, Bob Olds, Gary Tegel, 

Kirby Matter, Doug Milliken, Alan Harvard, Wayne 

Scott. 

HOW TO REACH US: WEBSITE:  

www.fc-oc.org.  PRESIDENT: Scott Williams, 3465 

Santa Clara Circle, Costa Mesa, CA 92626. Phone: 

714-979-1049, Email: swllmsca @gmail.com 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: Kirk Hayward 

WE ARE A: Section 501 (c)(3) Nonprofit Corp. 

OUR EIN IS: 90-0736962. 
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(Lyon Air Museum Article, Continuation) 

 

 Jack R. Hammett was devoted to bringing the 

“Living History” of our nation’s wartime efforts into 

the High School classrooms so the sacrifices of our 

men and women in uniform will not be forgotten. As 

the first Chairman and a founding father of the Free-

dom Committee of Orange County, he defined its 

mission as “Passing the Torch of Liberty on to Fu-

ture Generations.” As a veteran, and a survivor of 

the attack on Pearl Harbor that propelled us into 

WWII, Jack Hammett’s appreciation for liberty and 

freedom was boundless. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Major General William Lyon, a highly decorated Air 

Force officer who served as a pilot in World War II 

and the Korean war and, later, as Chief of the Air 

Force Reserve, had a passion for serving his com-

munity, preserving the memory of World War II, 

and supporting youth education. The museum he 

founded is extremely popular with families, espe-

cially those with small children who are fascinated 

by the size and complexity of the military aircraft. 

An interactive zone offers them a hands-on expe-

rience with some of the actual equipment used in 

defending our nation. Periodically, Lyon Air Mu-

seum also hosts special events where school students 

receive brief lectures on air power, military history, 

military ground operations, and life on the home 

front during wartime—a truly educational expe-

rience unavailable elsewhere.  


