
 

Voices of veterans who have served their country in World War II,         

Korea, Vietnam, the Cold War, 1st Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan 
 

IN MEMORIAM: 

S/SGT GEORGE EMERSON 

 

Scott Williams 

 
I write this in remembrance of George Emerson who passed 

away December 22, 2021.  Jack R. Hammett and I recruited 

George for The Freedom Committee in 2012.  George was a 

docent at Lyon Air Museum at the time. 

 Back in February 1945, late in WWII, he was a member 

of the Barratt crew, 303rd Bomb Group, 8th Air Force. 

A B-17 Tail Gunner, who had participated in the Battle of 

the Bulge,  he was on his 17th bombing mission headed for 

oil fields in Lutzkendorf, Germany.  On approach at 25,000 

feet/50 degrees, a nearby B-17 was hit by German artillery 

flak causing the two bombers to collide mid air, severing the 

tail section of George’s plane, with him in it.  Unconscious 

from lack of oxygen, he parachuted into enemy territory, 

becoming German POW #39925668.  General Patton’s army 

liberated the POW camp a couple 

months later. 

 George began as FCOC 

member September 2012 and de-

livered his initial Living History 

presentation September 11, 2013, 

a standing-room-only event at 

Costa Mesa Neighborhood Center.  

He was an active FCOC member 

until shortly before his passing.  

His Living History touched thou-

sands of students and adults alike. 

 FCOC Associate Member 

Robby Conn brought the Gary 
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Sinese Foundation’s program Soaring Valor 

Honor flights to ten FCOC WWII members,  

July 2015.  The WWII veterans and guardi-

ans would be the foundation’s guests for a 

round-trip escorted tour to the National 

WWII Museum, New Orleans. Robby asked 

me to accompany George as his guardian, as 

he had in recent years lost the use of his legs 

and traveled everywhere via electric chair.  I 

proudly signed up to the role. 

 George was a gentleman—humble and 

reserved.  He’d grown up on his family’s 

small dairy farm in Idaho, where there was 

plenty of work to do, but little money. 

 Seventy years later, in New Orleans, his 

reserve was aug-

mented with pride in 

the Walks of Honor, 

surrounded by hun-

dreds of American 

patriots at the hotels, 

airports and muse-

um.  George was all 

smiles, even gave 

five TV and news-

paper interviews. 

 As his guardian 

on that trip, I gained knowledge of and em-

pathy for George’s disability.  He handled 

everything on the trip with poise and class.  

How touched he was, when touring the mu-

seum, to see a B-17, just like what he had 

flown, suspended from the ceiling above us. 

 What a great trip!  And a great guy! 
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IN MEMORIAM: 

MAJOR JOHN HUGHES 

PEARL HARBOR SURVIVOR 
 

John Augustine Hughes passed away January 7, a 

month shy of his 103rd birthday.  He served in 

the U.S. Marine Corps 1938-1964.  

 

 

On December 7, 1941, he was an airplane  

mechanic at Barber’s Point, Hawaii, and was 

present during the Pearl Harbor attack.  John 

went on to become a Naval Aviator and flew 150 

missions in WWII and Korea, achieving the 

Distinguished Flying Cross and Air Medal 

multiple times. The Freedom Committee was on 

hand at John’s memorial service at Holy 

Sepulcher Cemetery, Orange, to help send him 

off, replete with an honorary flyover by Chino 

Squadron Dawn Patrol. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVING HISTORY 

EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Gary Tegel, Dwight Hanson and Wayne Scott 

presented, November 22, at Early College High 

School, Costa Mesa, coordinated by Principal 

David Martinez and U.S. History Teacher Juan 

Olier.  ABC Channel 7 was on hand and filmed 

some of the presentations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          

Gary Tegel, Early College High School 
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ART EXHIBITS 

HEROES HALL 

VETERANS DAY 
 

Two of our artists in The Freedom Committee, Ed 

Bowen and Gary Tegel, exhibited their works at the 

Veterans Day event at Heroes Hall, November 11. 

 

             

    Ed Bowen 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Gary Tegel 
 

 

 
 

LIVING HISTORY 

GOLDEN SPRINGS 

 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank Pangborn, November 10, spoke with  

students, 4th and 5th grades, at Golden Springs 

Elementary School, Pomona Unified School 

District, event coordinated by Teacher Noelle 

Vogt.  The students responded with insightful  

letters, artistic drawings, and indelible quotes— 
  

 "We don't know them but we owe them all." 

  

 "The willingness of America's veterans to  

 sacrifice  for our country has earned them our 

 lasting gratitude".  

 

 

QUILTS OF VALOR 
 

Three more veterans of The Freedom  

Committee were honored to receive Quilts of  

Valor, by Barbara Winkler, Coordinator, 

Southern California Chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Vic  

 

 

 

 

Left to right and below: 

Victor Real, October 13; 

Ed Bowen, Nov. 11 ; 

Bill Stewart, Nov. 11  
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SANTIAGO CHARTER 

 MIDDLE SCHOOL 

HAPPY VETERANS DAY! 
 

The Freedom Committee of Orange County, on 

November 10, visited Santiago Charter Middle 

School, Orange, to honor Veterans Day.  The 

school is located in El Madena, one of Orange 

County's oldest neighborhoods.  Pat Connolly, 

Athletic Director, arranged for our veterans to 

visit for the entire school day, eight periods, and 

participated by 435 students. Veterans Dwight 

Hanson, Douglas Milliken, Al Harvard and 

Wayne Scott each presented their living histories 

and fielded questions from the students. We were 

heartened by the follow-up letters received from 

many of the students. 

Dwight Hanson (upper left) speaking to the 

students; Athletic Director Pat Connolly (right 

front). 

 

Dear Mr. Harvard, 

 

I would like to thank you for defending and serv-

ing our country. I feel honored that you visited 

Santiago Charter Middle School on Veterans 

day, and that you taught us many things. I am 

grateful for your service in the Army, and no 

words can describe the amount of respect I hold 

for those who serve the United States of America. 

Your presentation opened my eyes to what you 

experienced and went through, as for the differ-

ent war experiences, the uniforms, and different 

weapons you had to use in service. This presenta-

tion has supported my knowledge immensely on 

Veteran’s day, and has expanded my gratitude 

for Veterans. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jade 

Dear Corporal Hanson, 

 

I'm reaching out to you because I want to thank 

you for your service, and the presentation you 

gave us on Wednesday. I know that you aren’t 

always going to have time to show us a presen-

tation, but I’m glad that you had the time and 

opportunity to help us understand what         

Veterans day is about. I’m grateful for you ex-

plaining to us what Veterans Day is about and 

having you tell us your story. I'm very grateful 

for you choosing to serve our country by joining 

the Marines. And how the presentation helped 

me is that now I know what to say to a Veteran 

when someday I meet one. How this will help 

me in the future, is by teaching the importance 

of Veterans Day to someone else who might not 

know of its importance. 

 

Sincerely, 

David 

 

 

Dear Major Harvard, 

 

I am writing this letter because I would like to 

thank you for coming on campus to provide a 

great presentation on Veterans Day and the ori-

gins of Veterans Day. You must be a pretty busy 

guy so I would also like to thank you for taking 

time out of your day to come and present to the 

school. Thank you for your sacrifices, for pro-

tecting us, and for defending our country. Thank 

you for your courage, strength, and dedication 

to ensure our safety. Growing up in a family 

with a Veteran, I know the sacrifices that many 

men and women like yourself have made. Lastly 

I would like to thank you for every sacrifice you 

have made in your life. 

 

Sincerely, 

Joel 
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Dear Al Harvard , 

 

My name is Jeremiah and I am a student from 

Santiago Charter Middle School. Thank you for 

coming to Santiago Charter Middle School and  

presenting us your life in the U.S Army. I have 

learned so many things about the U.S Army because 

of you. I can see that you have achieved so many 

awards because of your hard work. I am grateful 

that you came to my School and shared with every-

one about the U.S Army because there could be 

some people who want to join the Army when they 

are older. With this information, students who want 

to be in the army know what to do. This was so 

much fun. 

I hope you can visit again in the future! 

 

Sincerely, 

Jeremiah 

 

 

Dear Major Harvard, 

 

I am writing to you to thank you for coming to our 

school to teach me and all of my other classmates 

all about different military subjects. I know that you 

must be very busy but I would also like to thank you 

for serving in order to protect this country and the 

lives of many in it. The information that you provid-

ed us all was very interesting and I believe will help 

to shape us into better people in the future. Being 

specific I would like to thank you for sharing your 

personal experience with us because I feel like it is 

important for us, the next generation, to realize how 

much work was put into giving us all a bright future. 

Personally, your information helped me realize how 

important it is to not take things for granted because 

there are some things that you don't have control 

over. Lastly, I think that your presentation helped 

most of us, if not all, learn about responsibility and 

how important it is to have, especially in dire situa-

tions.  

 

Sincerely, 

Anthony 

 

                        

 

Dear Mr. Milliken 

 

Thank you for serving in the U.S Army and 

being brave enough to sign up for it.  And I 

know that you probably have a busy life and you 

going out of your way to tell us about your 

story’s is incredible. And you probably saw 

some stuff and maybe not but thank you. And I 

know you are getting multiple letters saying how 

great you are and getting so much thank you’s 

that it just seems unrealistic but trust me, I'm 

genuinely grateful for your service. Maybe I 

might be brave enough to do what you did If you 

keep on telling me your stories. 

 

Sincerely, 

Andrew  

 

 

Dear Mr. Hanson, 

 

I would like to thank you for coming to the  

Santiago Charter Middle School, I would also  

like to thank you for the important presentation. 

I’m really thankful for you showing the presen-

tation to the Santiago students, even the ones  

online. Lastly, I would like to thank you for 

serving our country. In the presentation that you 

had made, I learned a lot of information about 

what it was like for you in the Marines. I also 

learned a lot about Veterans Day. I know that 

this presentation will help me a lot in the future. 

I would also like to say again, that I am grateful 

for this presentation with facts and for serving 

our country. 

 

Sincerely, 

Janice 

 

 

(Article continues last page.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Dear Mr. Hanson, 

 

I am writing to you because I would like to thank you 

for coming to Santiago Charter Middle School and 

showing us your informative presentation. I am 

grateful that you took that time to make this presen-

tation and show it to all of the students. Lastly, I 

would also like to thank you for serving our country 

in the Marines. 

In the presentation I learned what it was like for you 

in the Marines, about different wars, about Veterans 

Day, and about what to say to different veterans 

when you see them. This presentation will help me in 

the future because when I see a veteran I will know 

facts about what they had to go through and what to 

say to different veterans. One thing to say to a Vi-

etnam Veteran is, “Welcome Home!” I would like to 

thank you again for this amazing presentation filled 

with facts and serving our country! 

 

Sincerely, 

Audrey 

 

 

The Freedom Committee was truly touched by these 

and other insightful letters received by the students 

at Santiago Charter Middle School. 
 

 

——————————————————————— 

 

FREEDOM COMMITTEE OF ORANGE 

COUNTY  

President…John “Scott” Williams  

Executive Vice President…James Grimm  

Secretary…Tim Richards  

Treasurer…Kirk Hayward  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: John “Scott” Williams,  

Capt. Tim Richards, James Grimm, Maj. Gen. 

William J. Mall, Jr., Dwight Hanson, Capt. Robert 

Olds, Gary Tegel, Kirby Matter, Doug Milliken, 

Alan Harvard, Col. Wayne Scott. 

HOW TO REACH US: WEBSITE:  

www.fc-oc.org.  PRESIDENT: Scott Williams, 3465 

Santa Clara Circle, Costa Mesa, CA 92626. Phone: 

714-979-1049, Email: swllmsca @gmail.com 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: Kirk Hayward 

WE ARE: Section 501 (c)(3) Nonprofit Corp. 

OUR EIN IS: 90-0736962. 
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WELCOME TO NEW MILITARY 

MEMBERS 

    Sebastian Coglitore 

    Jeff Upton 

    Paul Toth 

 

IN MEMORY OF THOSE DEPARTED 
     Peter Katz 

     Col. Edison W. Miller (Ret.) 

     George Emerson 

     Maj. John A. Hughes (Ret.) 

      

———————————————————— 

PRESENTATIONS BY VETERANS OF 

THE FREEDOM COMMITTEE 
 

  Nov 10.  Special Forces Training Infantry Post-  

      Vietnam War, Major James Lockhart, 

      U.S. Army, Vietnam War. 

 

  Dec 8.  Ground Zero—Attack on Pearl Harbor, 

      CWO 1 Jack Hammett (1922-2014), U.S. Navy, 

      World War II; and CPO Richard Higgins, U.S. 

      Navy, World War II.  

 

  Jan 12.  Trip to Pearl Harbor—80th Anniversary 

      of Attack, Corporal Dwight Hanson, U.S.M.C.; 

      And Senior Chief Gary Tegel, U.S. Navy. 

 

_______________________________________ 
 

(Continuation of “Santiago Charter Middle School 

Happy Veterans Day!”) 

 

Dear Corporal Hanson, 

 

Thank you for all you have done for this country, I 

am grateful for being able to live with my family in 

peace without people attacking this country. Thank 

you for coming to our school and giving us a presen-

tation about the military, so my school can know 

what to do when we see a person from the military. I 

am grateful to be living in a country where there is-

n’t that much war anymore. 

Thank you for taking your time to come to our 

school and teach us about the war and what hap-

pened in the war. Now I know what to say to people 

in the military. Thank you for all you have done for 

this country. 


