
 

Voices of veterans who have served their country in World War II, Korea, 

Vietnam, the Cold War, 1st Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan 

A Message from President Scott Williams 
 

GAME CHANGER!! I am 

incredibly happy to report 

that thanks to the Warp 

Speed vaccine program, the 

VA Long Beach is inviting 

our veterans to call them to 

make an appointment for the 

Covid-19 virus vaccine.  In 

the past week, I have re-

ceived several phone calls 

from FCOC veterans who have said the process from 

phone call to the VA to vaccination was less than 6 

days. The vets say the medical service was outstand-

ing. 

In 2020, we began the year with a full schedule of  

meetings: Board of Directors,  monthly Executive 

Committee and Community meetings at the Presbyter-

ian Church of the Covenant, Costa Mesa, public and 

private school presentations, a Memorial Day Cere-

mony, and a Veteran Day Ceremony.  After our 

March Community meeting, all public meetings were 

locked down due to the Covid–19 virus.  

We had to be flexible and adapt. The Freedom 

Committee of Orange County (FCOC), an organiza-

tion of veterans, continues its mission to place our 

qualified veterans in classrooms to speak to students. 

Due to the Covid-19 lockdowns, we subscribed to 

Zoom.us audio-visual services that allows our veter-

ans to make presentations over the Internet.  Pete Ri-

ley, FCOC Associate, an expert in video meetings, 

assists our veterans to become comfortable and com-

petent in their video presentations. In the past10 

months our veteran speakers have made 28 communi-

ty presentations and Denise Weiland, our NMUSD 

liaison, arranged for 2 FCOC veterans to speak via 

Internet to approximately 200 students at Cloud Cam-

pus, NMUSD. 

Thanks to those of you who do attend our bi-

weekly Community meetings on Zoom. The average 

attendance is from 42 to a high of 70 in December, 

and we had 50 attendees at our January 2021 meeting. 

We are happy to train anyone who needs assistance to 

access our meetings by calling 714-501-0941. 

 In March 2021, Maj. Gen. William Mall will 

speak to the Daughters of the American Revolution, 

Mission Viejo via Zoom meeting. 

In 2021, we remind our fellow citizens of the sac-

rifices and service made by our veterans and their 

families to protect our nation and our allies. FCOC 

veterans have served their country in WWII, Cold 

War, Korean War, Vietnam War, War Against Terror-

ism, Iraq War, and the Afghan War. FCOC is planning 

a May 28, 2021 Memorial Day Ceremony by Video, 

and being at the Huntington Beach 4th of July Parade. 

GOOD NEWS FOR THE FCOC. Although David 

Hayward, Editor and founder of the FCOC Newsletter 

submitted his resignation to me this past December so 

that he could focus on retirement, his letter triggered a 

prayer and “nationwide” search for a volunteer for his 

replacement. Fortunately my prayers were answered 

by Capt. Tim Richards (Ret) USA. (See Capt. Rich-

ards’ story on Page 2.) Tim stepped forward to be-

come co-editor with David. Tim has been working on 

the Newsletter behind the scenes for the past 5 years 

and is one of the Directors and also corporate Secre-

tary since July 7, 2011. □ 
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was planning for Thanksgiving in the jungle.  The 

mess sergeant said his field ranges were unable to 

cook turkeys.  But back at Base Camp there were big 

turkey-size ovens.  I sent half of the cooks back to 

prepare the turkey dinner.  Then I ordered a helicopter 

to deliver the food.  I had “tables” made, waist high 

with rifle hooks.  Half of the Company ate Turkey and 

half stood watch.  Then they traded off.  Can you im-

age the Communist troops who were eating cold rice, 

seeing us enjoying a hot meal in the jungle? 

Road building 

and mine sweeping were 

two of the major tasks for 

the Company.  A typical 

sweep team consisted of 

10 men; two men with 

metal detectors, four for 

probing possible contact 

and the rest for security.  One road gave us problems.  

We missed mines two days in a row.  I gathered my 

senior sergeants for advice.  They suggested two 

teams; one normal and one in camouflage with rifles.  

As we approached the area where most mines were 

found, the camouflage team fell out and hid.  After the 

sweep team cleared the road and moved on, a Vi-

etcong, who was hiding in the water of the rice paddy, 

rose up and planted a mine in the road.  Then he dove 

back into the rice paddy.  We came out of hiding and I 

disarmed the mine.  I lined up the team with rifles 

pointing into the rice paddy.  I then placed the mine in 

the water and exploded it.  The Vietcong jumped up 

holding his ears and was greeted with 10 rifles. 

We did a lot of bridging, strong enough to sup-

port the heaviest trucks and tanks.  After a military 

convoy crossed, we al-

lowed the Vietnamese 

civilians to cross.  One 

day a water buffalo pull-

ing a cart stepped on the 

aluminum decking and 

stopped.  Tying a rope 

around the horns of the 

buffalo and connecting it 

to my jeep, we began a 

tug of war.  The water buffalo would not cross.  My 

sergeants suggested we cover the aluminum with one 

foot of soil.  And the water buffalo crossed happily. 

Bravo Company was tasked with building a 
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THE STORY OF  

CAPTAIN TIMOTHY RICHARDS 

ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, RETIRED 
 

The men in the 

Richards family have 

served in the military 

favorably for many 

years.  My Dad served 

in WWI with the rank 

of Wagoneer for a 

Supply Company.  My 

oldest brother served 

in WWII in the Army 

Air Force in England.  My middle brother served dur-

ing the Korean War, state side.  And then there was 

me. 

In 1964, I was attending Orange Coast College 

and was working full time. I had a new car and was 

dating the prettiest young lady in Costa Mesa.  And 

then I received a letter from the President of the US: 

“Greetings, your service is requested.  Report to the 

induction center.”  I was drafted! 

Eight weeks of Basic Training was at Fort Ord, 

CA.  I was selected for the Army Security Agency at 

Fort Devens, MA.  Following 4 months of electronics 

training and obtaining a Top-Secret clearance, I was 

ordered to serve in Korea (peacetime) with duties in 

electronic warfare.  We monitored non-US radio trans-

missions that were sent mostly in code.  Before Korea, 

I married the pretty young lady, in 1965.    

Then after 11 months in country, I received 

orders to be an E5 Sergeant.  The following day I re-

ceived orders for Hue, Vietnam.  On the next day I re-

ceived orders for Engineer Officer Candidate School at 

Fort Belvoir, VA. (stateside!) No Vietnam for me yet. 

Following 23 weeks of training, I was commis-

sioned a 2nd Lieutenant with the Army Corp of Engi-

neers.  After serving one year in the United States, I 

received orders for Vietnam in June 1967.  

I was sent to a Combat Engineer Battalion and 

served as a platoon leader.  

During a land mine sweep of a 

road, the Commanding Of-

ficer’s vehicle hit a mine and 

was medivaced out.  I was the 

new CO. 

One of my first jobs 



a grading operation for the construction of housing 

tracts in California.  Tishman Construction was begin-

ning construction of several high-rise buildings. I was 

hired as Assistant Superintendent for a 10 story build-

ing and later a four-story building.  Next, as Superin-

tendent, I had the responsibility for construction of 

two eight-story office buildings and one 20 story of-

fice building.  I studied the Building Code book and 

qualified as a State Certified Inspector for soils, rein-

forced concrete and masonry.   

In retirement, I am active in the Freedom 

Committee of Orange County, serving on the Board of 

Directors.  I am also on the staff of the Navy Retired 

Information Office at Seal Beach Navy Weapons Sta-

tion, and I am a member of the Military Officers of 

America Association. 
Editor: Thank you, Tim. Now let’s shift gears 

and go to some of the presentations our veterans make 

to the classrooms. Frank Pangborn of the Freedom 

Committee asks the question, “Do the things we do 

matter?” He replies to his own question with this:  

As Freedom Committee of Orange County 

members we go out to the schools and talk to the stu-

dents about our “living history” as it relates to our ex-

periences in the military.  Our purpose is to pass the 

torch of liberty on to future generations.  We want to 

show them the sacrifices made for their freedom.  And  

show them the patriotism our veterans displayed in 

serving their country as well as the continued patriotic 

passion that we have for the USA.  We want them to 

know what it means to be a patriot.   

So, with that said, I wonder sometimes if what 

we say in the classroom makes a difference.  Are we 

reaching these young people?  Often we don’t get a 

confirmation at the time, but it may come to fruition 

in the years to come.   

This past week I did experience a perhaps life 

changing event for a young student at one of our 

schools.  I have a practice of talking to the students 

about the difference between enlisted personnel and 

officers, how officers need to command attention in 

order to get their message across and lead their sol-

diers.  I pick a student out of the class to act as my 

platoon “sergeant.”  I show him how to announce the 

entrance of the officer into the company area and the 

commands of attention, at ease and rest.  

I picked a student and he took the assignment 

with serious intent to do the job!!  He was absolutely 
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Special 

Forces 

Camp sev-

eral miles 

from the 

Cambodian 

border.  

The plans 

called for a 

five-

pointed star shape with the walls of soil 5 ft high and 

one dump truck wide.  We had to haul the soil from 

about a mile away and the road had to be swept for 

mines every day.  During one of these sweeps, a North 

Vietnamese Army unit ambushed the team.  If we 

couldn’t escape, the practice would be to attack into 

the ambush.  I pulled my pistol and yelled “follow 

me”.  Firing my pistol, I charged.  As my pistol ran out 

of ammo, I knelt down to reload.  As I reloaded, I 

turned to see if anyone followed me.  Yes, and they 

were all kneeling down, waiting for me to resume the 

attack. 

The result of the battle was four engineers 

killed and six infantrymen killed.  The enemy pulled 

their injured men back into the jungle and we didn’t 

have a “body count.” 

All the men in the 588th Engineer Battalion 

were awarded a Valorous Unit Award (equal to a Sil-

ver Star), a Civil Action Award and the Vietnamese 

Cross of Gallantry with Palm. 

In 2002, I started a computer search for the 

graves of the Engineers that were killed.  I found 1st 

Lt Hill in Louisiana, Doc Fulton in Michigan, SP 5 

Tutor in Ohio and SP4 Nelson in Missouri.  With two 

Bravo Company members and our wives, we travelled 

to Michigan and placed yellow roses on Doc’s grave.  

Tutor’s grave was also honored.  A florist assisted 

with wreaths for Hill and Nelson.  In 2019, I honored 

their names on the Wall That Heals, a Vietnam Memo-

rial that travels across the country.   

After 10 years active duty, the Army experi-

enced the Vietnam manpower cut back.  I joined the 

Army Reserves and served for an additional 17 years.  

I am now retired. 

After leaving the Army, I found work in con-

struction.  This was a natural, considering my military 

engineer training.  I first found work as an equipment 

operator (dozers).  Then I was promoted to foreman of 



 

THE CLOUD CAMPUS 

Denise Weiland, who coordinates activities be-

tween Freedom Committee veterans and the Newport 

Mesa Unified School District, arranged for a new type 

of student audience known as the “Cloud Campus.” 

Denise explained that the Cloud Campus is a virtual 

alternative campus for students in the Newport Mesa 

Unified School District who will engage in distance 

learning during the 2020-2021 school year. 

Middle school history teachers Ashley Stepp, Alex 

Bostelman and Jenna Jurgens invited Freedom Com-

mittee veterans Dave Hayward and Frank Pangborn to 

share their Living History presentations on Zoom with 

their students on November 10 and 12. Distance learn-

ing allowed the veterans to safely connect with over 

260 students. And the students were able to ask 

thoughtful questions. This was another example of 

“Passing the torch of liberty onto future generations.” 

Veteran Dave Hayward presented a Powerpoint 

version of “The Life of Lt. David K. Hayward, World 

War II Veteran, Army Air Force.”  

Veteran Frank Pangborn explained his presenta-

tion as follows:  

“I love to talk to students about the different ter-

minology that was used when I was growing up, and 

compare it to the terminology of their generation.  It 

gives me a chance to break the ice with the students 

and bring in some humor to the presentation.  It is true 

that our topics are very serious, but we need to show a 

loving and caring side to the students. This is a hit 

amongst the students along with the pictures we share 

with them about ourselves during our youth. “Here are 

some examples of our terminology of the 1940’s and 

1950’s:  

Heavens to Murgatroyd 

Jalopy 

Hunky Dory 

Don’t touch that dial 

Carbon copy 

Xerox copy 

Hung out to dry 

Lot of moxie 

Put on your best bib and tucker 

Straighten up and fly right 

Heavens to Betsy 

Gee Whillikers 
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the best student “sergeant” I have had in all the 

schools and classes that I’ve given presentations to.  

At the end of class, the teacher and I commended him 

for his performance.  He looked really excited as he 

left the room.   

The teacher then shared with me that the stu-

dent had given her more problems than any of her oth-

er students.  We talked about how she could let him 

know that if he wanted to be a sergeant or an officer 

some day, he will need to do well in school because 

today not all applicants are accepted into the all-

volunteer military.  I honestly feel that a simple expe-

rience such as that might just change a student’s life.  I 

sincerely hope so. 

 

TED TANNER CELEBRATES HIS  
100TH BIRTHDAY 

Reported by Scott Williams and Jim Grimm 
 

Ted is a veteran of the Freedom Committee. His 

dentist, Dr. Eric Vanek of Costa Mesa wanted to have 

a birthday celebration for Ted’s 100th. He and Cindy 

Brenneman of the Freedom Committee arranged for a 

car caravan led by the Fire Department, a car club and 

Freedom Committee members with Police escort.  

On December 12, Saturday morning, the party go-

ers departed for their quarter-mile ride to Dr. Vanek’s 

office complex. The 

Costa Mesa Fire De-

partment’s Pump Truck 

#1 led out some 35 ve-

hicles including classic 

Chevys, Fords, a Cadil-

lac, Toyotas and even 

an amphibious Jeep, all 

escorted by the Costa Mesa Police Department. 

The caravan snaked around the business complex 

but Ted was nowhere to be 

seen. Finally, at Dr. Vanek’s 

office building, there was Lt. 

Col. Theodore “Ted” Tanner 

sitting on a chair fit for the 

President, and surrounded by 

his family. The caravan con-

tinued twice around the area 

with horns honking and 

shouts of Happy Birthday!! 

And Many More! □ 



to speak to us and share 

your knowledge about 

the Navy and what it 

was like. My favorite 

part of the presentation 

was when you told us 

you went to Iraq for 

some time and that real-

ly fascinated me be-

cause you risked your 

life to go to enemy terri-

tory. I liked the way you 

spoke, making the Navy 

seem fun but scary at times. I really appreciate what 

you did for us and it means a lot that you came in to 

share your knowledge about the Navy. Your 

friend, Adam. 

Dear Mr. Tegel, Thank you so much for coming to 

our school and for teaching us about what you did and 

about your life. The part I found most interesting was 

when you told us the story of how you had a tan 

blindness, go raibh maith agat which means thank you 

in Irish. I hope to see you again next year, Allie.   

Dear Mr. Tegel, Thank you for your service in the 

Navy. It is very brave of you to risk your life for other 

people in this country you don’t even know. My fa-

vorite part about your presentation was when you 

talked about Iraq and that you got shot at every day. 

That must have been very scary. The way you speak is 

were loud but it is in a nice way so that people listen 

to you but you are able to say it with power. I think 

that is a very good feature of you. Thank you again 

for fighting in our country. Thanks, Jack Miller 

Dear, Mr. Tegel, Thank you so much for your ser-

vice and dedication to keeping our country safe, and 

risking your life for everyone. Also thank you for tak-

ing the time out of your day to come over here and 

speak to us about your experiences and your story. It 

was all very interesting, you were a great speaker and 

the experiences you shared were very engaging. We 

all greatly appreciate all you have done for us and the 

country. We hope to see you again. Preston Murphey. 

Dear Mr. Tegel, Thank you for coming into our 

class. It was very entertaining when you were talking 

about what Newport Beach used to be like. Also, it 

was interesting what you experienced in Iraq. I really 

appreciate your coming in. Sincerely, Tate. 
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Letters from the Students 
 

It is so rewarding to get the reaction from students as 
our Freedom Committee veterans make their presenta-
tions at the schools. 

Shown here are letters sent to Senior Chief Gary 

D. Tegel of the U. S. Navy, shown at the right, who 

saw service in Iraq. Chief Tegel spoke to the students 

at Ensign Intermediate School in Newport Beach in 

February of 2020. 
Dear Mr. Tegel, Thank you for your dedication, 

service, and sacrifice for our country. I love how you 

included you family. 

Dear Mr. Tegel, Thank you so much for your ser-

vice. You make our country safe and risked your life 

to help others. You are the reason why Americans are 

able to have a stable, peaceful life.  

 Dear Mr. Tegel, Thank you so much for protecting 

our country and coming to speak to us in our history 

class! I really enjoyed learning about how you served 

in the Navy and I found it really cool and interesting 

that you went to Ensign and Harbor! We were really 

lucky to have you, and thank you again for serving in 

our Navy! Sincerely, Audrey 

Dear Gary Tegel, Thank you so much for protect-

ing our country. We really appreciate what you do. 

You have been through rough times on sea and on 

land, so thank you. One of my favorite parts of the 

presentation was you telling about those cool stories 

and the fact that you experienced some of those things 

are crazy. Cate Jeffries  

Dear Gary Tegel, I am very thankful you came to 

Ensign and came to talk about the Navy and how you 

were in the Navy. My class and I are very thankful you 

have come and talked about your favorite times and 

least favorite times. Now that you have talked to us we 

can imagine being in the Navy more than we used to. 

An interesting part of your presentation was how your 

family came together. Have a nice day or night! Sin-

cerely, Lopez  

 Dear Mr. Tegel, Thank you so much for coming to 

Ensign and talking to all of us about your life story. I 

loved learning so much about you, learning that you 

got shot at almost every day going to work is really 

crazy to me. Thank you again for your time at Ensign. 

Sincerely, McKenna  

Dear Mr. Tegel, Thank you so much for coming in 
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Jack Dee Linscott will be remembered for his 

cheerful attitude and very active part in presentations 

made to students in their classrooms. Jack was a Gun-

ners Mate 2nd Class in the U. S. Navy in World War 

II, and had been a military member of the Freedom 

Committee since July 13, 2013. He saw action in the 

Battle of the North Atlantic and in Saipan, Tinian, 

Guam and the Marshall Islands of the Pacific. Jack 

passed away on December 16th. We will miss you, 

Jack. 

In the November 2016 issue of the Freedom Com-

mittee newsletter, there is an excellent story of Jack 

going ashore on the island of Formosa (Taiwan) at 

war’s end to rescue prisoners of war. 
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PRESENTATIONS BY VETERANS OF 

THE FREEDOM COMMITTEE 

 

The veterans continued to make presentations to stu-
dents and the public, by way of the Zoom procedure if 
necessary. 
   Nov 10 and 12. Cloud Campus. NMUSD. Dave 
 Hayward and Frank Pangborn.  
   Nov 11. Veterans Day Ceremony. NuVision Federal 
 Credit Union. 
   Nov 25. Community Meeting. Chase Wickersham. 
   Dec 9. Community Meeting. John Stryker Meyer. 
   Jan 11. Equipoise Forum. Dave Hayward. 
...Jan 13. Community Meeting. Bob Olds. 
   Jan 27. Community Meeting. Gen. William Mall. 

AN AWARD BY NUVISION CREDIT UNION 

Tim Richards said it this way, “You will never do 

anything in this world without courage. It is the great-

est quality of the mind next to honor.” Dave served in 

World War II as pilot of a B-25 bomber in defense of 

China in their war with Japan. Here are highlights of 

the Veterans Day ceremony. 

 

TAPS FOR VETERANS OF THE  

FREEDOM COMMITTEE 

Pete Bonin 

Jack Linscott 


