
 

Voices of veterans who have served their country in World War II, Korea, 

Vietnam, the Cold War, 1st Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan 

 

A Message from President Scott Williams 
 

I am happy to report that to the best 

of my knowledge, all of our FCOC vet-

erans and associates are in good health 

and Covid-19 free. They are healthy 

enough to complain that senior assisted 

living under a state mandated lockdown 

is a lot like being a POW in Vietnam but 

without having to bail out of an airplane 

and parachute in and without having to 

listen to Jane Fonda propaganda.  

In the May newsletter edition, there 

was hope that the Wuhan virus would diminish and FCOC 

veterans would participate in the 66th Annual Memorial 

Day Ceremony, the Anaheim Flag Day Parade, and the 

Huntington Beach 4th of July Parade. The FCOC Memori-

al Day committee with a “Can-Do” attitude took up the 

challenge: Michael Roudebush, Harbor Lawn General 

Manager, Gary Tegel- narrator, Ray Walls- food and drink, 

James Grimm- video, and Tim Richards- military protocol 

began planning a video Memorial Day Ceremony. The 

mandated ground rules were that everyone wear a mask, 

observe 6 foot separation, and have no more than 10 peo-

ple gathering at the cemetery at a time. On May 19th we 

arrived at the cemetery. The video was done in sequences 

in keeping with the safety guidelines: The flag of the Unit-

ed States of America raising and lowering, presentation of 

military flags, bugler’s call to “attention”, singing the Na-

tional Anthem, the placing of 15 wreaths on the casket 

vault and then “Taps” and Frank Pangborn singing God 

Bless America. On the following day, James Grimm vide-

oed Cpl. Fred Whitaker, keynote speaker, presenting his 

Memorial Day message, The video was put on our web-

sites www.fc-oc.org and www.FCOCmemorialday.com, 

and the Harbor Lawn Memorial Park website. The Memo-

rial Day Video was an outstanding result by the FCOC 

team. Thank you! It had more than 700 looks.  

The Anaheim Flay Day Parade went on as planned as a 

car caravan through the city. FCOC member Victor Real 

rode in a vintage Ford convertible. Unfortunately, the 4th 

of July Huntington Beach Parade was cancelled. But the 

FCOC will be there in 2021. And FCOC will be meeting 

through Zoom video on the second and the fourth Wednes-

days of each month beginning at 11:30 A.M. Be sure to 

watch for your invitation each month.  

I would like to thank President Martha Fluor and the 

members of the Newport Mesa Unified School District’s 

Board of Education for their continued support of  the 

FCOC’s “Living History Program” into the District’s six 

high schools for the past 8 years. Our program brings com-

petent and qualified military veterans into Back Bay, Coro-

na Del Mar, Costa Mesa, Early College, Estancia and New-

port Harbor high schools. And thank you Dr. Fred Navarro 

for your continued support of the FCOC’ s Living History 

program since 2012 when you became the District Superin-

tendent. I first met Dr. Navarro when he was the keynote 

speaker at the Harbor Lawn 60th Annual Memorial Day 

ceremony in 2014. All our members wish him and his fam-

ily good health, good spirit, and happy trails on his new 

endeavor.  

We are so extremely fortunate to live in America. We 

are strong despite riots in the public square, and attacks on 

our fundamental rights, and the health and general well-

being of our country is being attacked by the virus. The 

virus has infected more than two million Americans and 

caused more than one hundred twenty-five thousand 

deaths. In addition, our rights to associate, to travel, to wor-

ship, to work, own private property and speech is restricted 

by state executive orders. Though the future looks bleak, 

we are a strong nation and our fundamental rights must be 

protected by our elected representatives, who have sworn 

to provide law and order and peace and tranquility in our 

communities. This is the Torch of Liberty we must pass on. 

LIVING HISTORY 

PASSING THE TORCH OF LIBERTY ON 

TO FUTURE GENERATIONS 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER—VOL. 5 NO. 4 

AUGUST 2020 



EVENTS ATTENDED BY  

THE FREEDOM COMMITTEE 

 

The veterans made presentations to students and the 
public, usually by way of the Zoom procedure.  
April 3, 14. TeWinkle Middle School, Costa Mesa. Zoom. 
May 4. Chapman University, Orange. Zoom. 

May 13. Community meeting, Zoom. 

May 17. Frank Pangborn, Channel 18 Television. 

May 18. Early College High School, Costa Mesa. Zoom. 

May 21. TeWinkle Middle School, Costa Mesa. Zoom. 

May 22. Gary Tegel, Keynote Speaker at Newport Harbor 

High School, Newport Beach. Taped at home. 

May 24. Ronnie Guyer, Channel 18 Television. 

May 25. Memorial Day ceremony, Harbor Lawn-Mt. Olive 

Memorial Park, Costa Mesa. Recorded at cemetery. 

May 26, 28 and 29. Newport Harbor High School, Newport 

Beach. Zoom. 

June 1-2. Costa Mesa High School, Costa Mesa. Zoom. 

June 6. D-Day Walk, Newport Beach. 

June 10 and 24. Community Meeting. Zoom. 

June 14. Anaheim Flag Day Parade. 

July 8 and 22. Community Meeting. Zoom. 

 

LIVING HISTORY PRESENTED THROUGH  

“DISTANCE LEARNING” 

 

The following was written by the Public Information Office 

of the Newport Mesa Unified School District. It describes 

the first time the Freedom Committee’s veterans made their 

presentations to students using the Zoom procedure for 

“Distance Learning.” 

 

As Distance Learning continues in Newport-Mesa Unified 

School District (NMUSD), two teachers brought history to 

life by virtually connecting students to war veterans as part 

of the Freedom Committee of Orange County Living Histo-

ry Program. 

Eighth grade history students at TeWinkle Middle 

School were afforded the opportunity to virtually connect 

with 12 war veterans via an online video conference, as 

part of their online classroom instruction sessions. The vet-

erans served in World War II, the Korean War, Vietnam 

War, the Cold War and more recently the Gulf War. One 

veteran, a Newport Harbor High School alum, Gary Tegel, 

presented his life experiences growing up in a military fam-

ily and serving in the U.S. Navy for 25 years, as a mainte-

nance technician, senior chief, and enlisted surface warfare 

specialist. 

Students were able to ask veterans questions in real 

time, as they were assigned to compare and contrast two 

veteran experiences by designing infographics and compare 

one of the presentations to the experiences and lives of a 

Union or Confederate soldier from the Civil War, using 

primary and secondary sources. Students asked Tegel    
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questions ranging from, “What was your adjustment back 

to civilian life like?” to, “Where did you meet your wife?” 

Students are now tasked with creating a video or screencast 

to share their presentations with peers. 

“We are grateful for everyone’s flexibility and support 

as we continue to provide a great education to our students 

via our new normal,” said Mr. Chris Flores, NMUSD  

eighth-grade teacher. “We appreciate the Freedom Com-

mittee veterans for their willingness to participate and pro-

vide this valuable learning opportunity for our students,” he 

said. 

NMUSD has had a partnership with the Freedom Com-

mittee of Orange County for many years, to provide stu-

dents with real life connections to history. As Distance 

Learning continues, we hope to continue providing students 

with opportunities to learn and make connections from their 

lessons to the real-world. 

Here are Gary’s comments about doing his first 

Zoom meeting. At first I was hesitant about doing Zoom, 

but in reality we reached 132 8th grade students on April 

3rd using Zoom, and basically the same amount of infor-

mation can be presented. The down side is the absence of 

seeing face-to-face reactions. But in these tough times, I 

feel so very blessed to be able to tell my story to the stu-

dents through the Freedom Committee. As we couldn’t ac-

tually go to the classroom, at least we were able to have a 

platform in which safety is paramount and history and her-

itage are passed to the next generation, which is what the 

Freedom Committee is all about. 

 

 

 

 

 

Shown here is veteran Gary Tegel, at his computer, 

demonstrating how the Zoom procedure is done. 

The Challenge Coin of the Freedom Committee  

of Orange County. 
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Dignity Memorial 
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George H. Emerson 

WWII Aviator, POW and Survivor 

By Tom Gorla 

 

George Emerson was born in Boise, Idaho on 1st of 

April, 1925. George, his father, mother and brother 

farmed and lived in the small town 

of Meridian, near Boise. Their pri-

mary income for the family was 

growing alfalfa for sale and for sus-

taining their own herd of dairy cat-

tle for the sale of milk products.  

     America was pulled into World 

War II when George was just 16. 

He was too young to serve at that 

time, but was keenly aware, as were 

his contemporaries, that they would be called on later. 

At age 19, George decided he wanted to volunteer for 

the service he most desired, the Army Air Force. He 

wanted to fly. 

He was tested for the requisite medical and mental 

requirements and was accepted, and enlisted in the Air 

Force. He was unhappy when he was denied pilot 

training. The number of available, qualified pilots 

were more than enough. Needs of the service 

prevailed and he was assigned to become a B-17 

gunner, to operate the 50 calibre machine guns, the 

safety network protecting the bombers from enemy 

fighters. There were up to 12 to13 gun positions still 

needed in each B-17 as the German Luftwaffe, 

although degraded in strength, was still a major threat 

to attack the bombers. 

B-17s were coming out of British bases for bomb-

ing missions, often escorted with fighters to protect 

them en route. Tail-gunners discussed among them-

selves about how cumbersome the parachute pack was 

when worn in the normal position across the chest. It 

made the handling of the gun almost impossible. Some 

men, including Emerson, decided that, to safely attach 

his parachute it would be enough to use only one clip-

on. He reported that he gambled with that idea and 

won.  

A note on clothing for the flying uniform: Long 

underwear, suntans, electric flying suit, fleece-lined 

flying suit, fleece-lined boots, flack jacket, and para-

chute harness. And the parachute was attached on Em-

erson by only one ring.  

George Emerson tells the story of his airplane 

Earthquake McGoon on mission # 313 to Lutzkendorf, 

Germany. This was the 17th mission for his plane and 

crew. 

 

On 9 February 1945, the aircraft and crews of two 

B-17s of the 427th Bomb Squadron collided before 

“bombs away.” #43-39149 (Earthquake McGoon), 

was piloted by Lt. Barrat, resulting in 8 KIA and 1 

POW. #42-31060 (Pogue Ma Hone) was piloted by 

A.K. Nemer, resulting in 5 KIA, 1 POW & 3 men re-

turned. The right wing of #31060 hit the tail of 

#39149 (McGoon), likely caused by a flack hit. The 

rear part of the fuselage of #39149 (McGoon) from 

the waist window back was torn off and the B-17 was 

seen going down in two sections, which hit the ground 

and exploded. Miraculously, Sgt. Emerson, Tail Gun-

ner, managed to parachute out of the severed tail sec-

tion and became a POW. All other crewmen in his 

plane were killed.  

In 1991, a German eyewitness to the crash of 

#39149 ( McGoon) reported that the aircraft was 

heading for the center of the village of Eisenberg. Just 

before it would have crashed into the city, possibly 

killing hundreds of people with its intact and armed 

bomb load, Pilots Barrat and Dean managed to level 

out their B-17 and dropped their ten 500 lb. bombs on 

a field outside the village. Only one house was hit and 

that killed 10 people. The plane then crashed and ex-

ploded in a wooded area near Eisenberg/Thuringen, 

Germany.   

In October, 1991, a group located the crash site, 

recovering part of the aircraft and human remains of 

crew members. A gold wedding band with the initials 

that belonged to Navigator F/O Best; another ring 

with initials R.J.B. was found that belonged to Pilot 

2nd Lt Barrat, and both rings were later returned to 

their  families. 

On 7 Sept 1995, villagers erected a memorial to 

the crew members who reportedly gave their lives to 

save hundreds of villagers. Tail-gunner George Emer-

son attended the dedication. 

George Emerson could never remember who 

pulled the rip cord. He estimated later that perhaps his 

subliminal training allowed him to reach down and 

find the rip cord by himself. After 1 month as a POW, 

he and thousands of other POWs were liberated by 

General George Patton’s forces.   

George Emerson wrote: “Captured on Feb 9, 

1945, Eisenberg; Germany. Liberated on 29 April, 

1945 in Moosberg, Bavaria. General George Patton 

came through today. There is plenty of U. S. equip-

ment around now. We our getting our first white 

bread this evening since being P.O.W’s. It looks like 

Angel Food cake.” George, The Freedom Committee 

is glad you made it. 
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In another example of “Distance Learning,” on May 4, 

three veterans of the Freedom Committee of Orange Coun-

ty accepted the invitation of Gregory Daddis of Chapman 

University, to tell the students 

about their experiences in the 

Vietnam War and to take on their 

questions. This is the way they 

appeared on the students’ com-

puter monitors. 

At the top is veteran                                                        

Doug Milliken, who                                                           

was a Squad Leader in                                                        

the Reconnaissance                                                            

platoon of an infantry                                                        

battalion of the 4th                                                             

Infantry Division.                                                             

Center is Sven Akesson, a heli-

copter pilot in the 4th Infantry 

Division. The lower image is 

Frank Pangborn, a Platoon 

Leader of an infantry battalion 

in the 1st Cavalry Division. All 

served in the Vietnam War. 

 

 

 

These eight veterans from the Freedom Committee came 

to Early College High School via Zoom on May 18. 

At Newport Harbor 

High School, veteran 

Dave Hayward 

showed students how 

he appeared as a 19 

year old entering 

World War II.  

Doug Milliken 

showed students at 

Costa Mesa High 

School a captured ene-

my soldier who was 

retrained to help U.S. 

troops. 

 

Another scene is of 

U.S. soldiers returning 

from reconnaissance 

in Vietnam, after two 

enemy contacts. The 

soldier at right is a 

medic, a conscientious 

objector. 

Gary Gonzalez 

is 11th Grade 

AP History 

teacher and was 

our host at Cos-

ta Mesa High 

School. 

This is part of 

what the Costa 

Mesa High stu-

dents saw when 

Veteran Kirby 

Matter told of his 

time serving in the 

infantry in       

Vietnam. 

Denise Weiland has been helpful as a liaison between 

veterans and the schools. She is a vendor who is compen-

sated by the Newport Mesa Unified School District. 

A TRIBUTE TO MAJ. GEN. WILLIAM LYON, 

USAF (RET.), 3-9-1923 TO 5-22-2020.  

By Scott Williams 
 

During General Lyon’s distinguished military 

career of more than 35 years, he flew combat 

missions in Korea, as well as several assignments 

in Europe, the Pacific, and North Africa during 

World War II. General Lyon received numerous 

awards and decorations, including the Distin-

guished Service Medal, Legion of Merit, the Dis-

tinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal (with 

three oak clusters), and the Presidential Unit Cita-

tion.  



The Freedom Committee is proud of its members who have 

earned these awards. 

 
Congressional Medal of Honor  

 Walter Ehlers, Taps 
  

Navy Cross,  

 Fred Dungan, Taps 

 Willis Hardy, Taps  

 Robert Thomas, Taps 
 

Silver Star  

 Howard Beach, Taps 

 James Davidson 

 Walter Ehlers, Taps 

 Craig Mandeville (2) 

 Kirby Matter 

 William Pavone 

 Frank Ramirez 

 Robert Sternfels, Taps 

 Eugene Wallace, Taps 

 

 FREEDOM COMMITTEE OF ORANGE COUNTY  

President…John “Scott” Williams  

Executive Vice President…James Grimm  

Secretary…Tim Richards  

Treasurer…Kirk Hayward  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: John “Scott” Williams, 

James Baker, Sr., David K. Hayward, Tim Richards, 

James C. Grimm, Maj. Gen. William J. Mall, Jr., Robert 

McClain, Tom Gorla and Dwight Hanson. 

WHEN AND WHERE WE MEET: 2nd and 4th 

Wednesday of the month, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm, By Zoom 

until further notice. 

HOW TO REACH US: WEBSITE: www.fc-oc.org ,     

PRESIDENT: Scott Williams, 3465 Santa Clara Circle, 

Costa Mesa, CA 92626. Phone: 714-979-1049, Email:  

swllmsca @gmail.com 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: Dave Hayward, email 

JeanneDave@aol.com, Tim Richards and Kaaron Carver. 

WE ARE A: Section 501 (c)(3) Nonprofit Corporation. 

OUR EIN IS: 90-0736962. 
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A TRIBUTE TO OUR ASSOCIATES 

By President Scott Williams 
 

All the Associates contribute in their own way. They often 

join to honor their family’s military service. Special men-

tion is given to the Freedom Committee Associates who 

make the badges, greet the members and guests at the wel-

come table, bake the cookies and make the coffee for us. 

They are Mona Hill, Beth Refakes, Gladys Refakes (age 

102), Cindy Brenneman, Lori Robnett, Alison Wright, La 

Vonn Larsen, May Ranck, and Linda Williams. Mona also 

mails agendas to members who do not have email address-

es. Robby Conn along with Bob Perry, a veteran, phone our 

members to remind them of meeting dates. Audrey Miller 

helps at the Membership Table. Kaaron Carver helps on the 

Newsletter Committee, and she has helped many of our vet-

erans in preparing their military presentation stories. Kirk 

Hayward has been invaluable in updating our membership 

lists and working with Ryan Cussner to update and restruc-

ture our website.  

 
WE SALUTE OUR VETERANS WHO HAVE 

EARNED HIGH-LEVEL MILITARY AWARDS AND 

DECORATIONS. 
 

The five highest military awards are: 
 

Congressional Medal of Honor 

The highest U.S. military deco-

ration awarded by Congress to a 

member of the armed forces for 

gallantry and bravery in combat 

at the risk of life above and be-

yond the call of duty. 
 

Distinguished Service Cross  

The U.S. Army’s second highest mili-

tary award for extreme gallantry and 

risk of life in actual combat with an 

armed enemy force. 
 

Navy Cross  

The U.S. Navy’s and Marine Corps’ 

second highest decoration awarded 

for valor in combat. Awarded for ex-

traordinary heroism. 
 

Air Force Cross 

The U.S. Air and Space Forces’ second 

highest military award for valor in 

combat. Established in 1960. 
 

Silver Star.  

The U.S. Armed Forces’ third highest 

personal decoration for valor in com-

bat. Awarded for gallantry in action 

against an enemy. 

Dungan 

Pavone 

Wallace 

Thomas Hardy 

Ehlers 

Beach Sternfels Ramirez Matter 

Mandeville Davidson 


