
 

Voices of veterans who have served their country in World War II, Korea, 

Vietnam, the Cold War, 1st Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan 

 

A Message from  
President Scott Williams 

The Freedom Committee of Orange County (FCOC) 

is a nonprofit public bene-

fit corporation dedicated 

to conveying U.S. military 

veterans’ living history to 

our local community.  We 

have striven in this field 

delivering these programs 

since 2011, and we contin-

ue to deliver them now—

even in these extraordi-

nary times we all are cur-

rently facing.  Our es-

teemed veterans are pre-

senting their living history 

education for the high 

school community as they 

have so honorably done in the past—now we are im-

provising, rolling with the flow, as is often expected 

and assumed of our valiant men and women in uni-

form on the field of combat.  We have, during this 

challenging interim, shifted our tactics, but not our 

message.  Instead of conducting our living history 

programs in live audience settings, in high school 

classrooms and auditoriums, we have adapted to the 

medium of video conferencing, switching to available 

technology and requirements of distance learning and 

safety requirements in the current environment.  

Our recent living history events include a dis-

tance learning session with TeWinkle Middle School, 

Newport-Mesa Unified School District.  Eighth-grade 

history students were afforded the opportunity to vir-

tually connect with 12 war veterans via video confer-

ence, as part of one of their online classroom instruc-

tion sessions.  The veterans served in World War II, 

the Korean War, Vietnam War, the Cold War and 

more recently the Gulf War.  One veteran, a Newport 

Harbor High School Alumnus, Gary Tegel, presented 

his life experiences growing up in a military family 

and serving in the U.S. Navy for 25 years, as a mainte-

nance technician, senior chief, and enlisted surface 

warfare specialist.  In addition to Gary, Kirby Matter, 

Doug Milliken, Frank Pangborn and 8 other FCOC 

veterans participated in the video event.  We are proud 

to maintain this continuity of our educational outreach 

during this time. 

In addition to our living history programs, we 

are planning for an upcoming Memorial Day event.  

The Freedom Committee has, in recent years, hosted 

high profile ceremonies with the community to honor 

our veterans, past and present, at this auspicious occa-

sion.  On Memorial Day, May 25, 2020, at 3:00 PM, 

the FCOC will participate in a memorial service at 

Harbor Lawn Memorial Park, Costa Mesa, without 

audience, hosted by Divinity, by raising the flag and 

by laying of the 15 wreaths representing the Gold Star 

mothers, and the service men and women who gave 

their lives in combat in WWI and WWII, through the 

current military actions, to preserve our liberty in 

these United States of America. The memorial will be 

"live streamed" though the Divinity network and local 

stations. 

In addition, we are in planning stages for other 
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upcoming events, partnering with local veteran and 

civic organizations for optimal presentation given the 

situational context in which we all must operate. 

Ongoing are our monthly Community meet-

ings, held during these times as Zoom online sessions, 

our first such was held in April.  Upcoming meetings 

will be May 13, 2020, and June 10, 2020, beginning at 

noon.  Invitations to join these live Zoom meetings 

will be sent to all FCOC military members and associ-

ates in advance. 

Regardless of the media or the special require-

ments of today’s unusual, and hopefully short-term, 

circumstances, one thing is a constant—our mission 

goes on, the voices of our veterans and their amazing 

life history sagas of heroism and valor continue to be 

presented and be heard by appreciative audiences as 

we maintain and enrich this vital connection with the 

community.  The Freedom Committee of Orange 

County, though adapting its delivery to fit the current 

landscape, remains proud and resolute in its charter to 

pass the torch of liberty to future generations.  To this 

endeavor we are indelibly committed, and we deeply 

appreciate the ongoing support of our cherished com-

munity.  Thank you all.  Together, we will forge 

ahead. 

EVENTS ATTENDED BY  

THE FREEDOM COMMITTEE 

 

The veterans made presentations in student class 
rooms. senior centers and other public groups: 
Feb 7. Hoag Golf Classic, Newport Beach. 
Feb 7. Early College High School, Costa Mesa. 
Feb 11. Rowntree Gardens Senior Community, Stanton. 
Feb 24. Ensign Intermediate School, Newport Beach. 

Mar 6. Martin Luther King, Jr., High School, Riverside. 

Mar 10. Santa Margarita High School, Rancho Santa  

Margarita. 

Apr 3, 14. TeWinkle Middle School, Costa Mesa. 
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At the memorial Day ceremony in 2019, Veterans 
Scott Bergey and Bryan Bergey salute in respect to 
those veterans who gave all in the defense of liberty. 

A composite of those who participated in the Distance 

Learning experience at TeWinkle Middle School. 

Veterans Dave 

Hayward (Army 

Air Force) and 

Jack Linscott (U. 

S. Navy) told sto-

ries about World 

War II to students 

in their history 

classes at Ensign 

Intermediate 

School. 

An additional 14 veterans of the Freedom Committee, 

shown here, made presentations to the history classes at 

Ensign that day. Standing to the right in the center row 

is US History Teacher/Coordinator Lindsey Charron.  
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At Early College High School, World War II veteran Jack 

Linscott (front, right) met with teacher Sandy Kipfstuhl 

and 24 students.  

In a nearby classroom 

at  Early College High 

School, World War II 

veteran Ted Tanner 

and teacher Juan 

Olier prepared for 

Ted’s presentation to 

Juan’s class. 

Veteran Gary Tegel visited the citizens at Rowntree Gar-

dens Senior Community in Stanton... 

...where he spoke to more than 30 seniors. He had a 

great time afterward talking to the veterans individually.  

Bob Casillas, President of the Military Veterans Club in 

Casta del Sol and Bill Moynihan, both veterans of the 

Freedom Committee, are doing the traditional cake cut-

ting ceremony with a Navy sword. 

On the school grounds at Big Bear High School... 

...it looks like the whole school has turned out to welcome 

veterans of the Freedom Committee. 

Veteran Wally Ziegler of the Freedom Committee (left) 

visits with the teaching staff at Costa Mesa Middle 

School. 
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Military Appreciation Day at the Hoag Golf Classic. .(L 

to R) Veterans Jim Grimm and Scott Williams, Captain 

Charles Plumb, and wives Carol and Linda.  

Above: At Martin Luther King High School in River-

side, it was “King Remembers our Veterans” day, 

March 6. Approximately 200 students interviewed the 

Freedom Committee veterans. The event began at 9:00 

am and concluded at noon with a buffet lunch. The 

Freedom Committee veterans in attendance were Ted 

Tanner, Fred Whitaker and Ronnie Guyer. 

Joann Curtin, above, right, is an Associate member of 

the Freedom Committee, and is a retiree from North 

American Aviation. She was a member of the North 

American Bald Eagles Club. Retirees presented Out-

standing Cadet Recognition Awards and scholarships to 

two graduating cadets. Currently, the North American 

Bald Eagles are in the process of delivering to the Air 

Force Academy a granite bench (right) in solemn 

memory of the 41,802 Airmen of the United States Army 

Air Force who were killed bringing freedom to the en-

slaved people  of occupied Europe. 



 

A TRIBUTE TO MAJOR JOHN HUGHES, USMC 

 

What do most people remember about John? The an-

swer is that he was a Pearl Harbor Survivor. The photo be-

low shows John kneeling, firing his rifle as Japanese bomb-

ers flew overhead. This historical photo is a part of the col-

lection at the Barbers Point Naval Air Museum. 

What was John’s duty assignment? John entered the 

world in Rivera, California, in 1919 and was determined to 

become a U. S. Marine. In 1938 he joined the Marine 

Corps and trained to be an Aircraft Engine Overhaul Me-

chanic. 

Just before 8 a.m. on December 7, 1941, Hughes 

walked out of his tent at Ewa Field, Oahu, Hawaii, to re-

trieve the Sunday newspaper, his usual weekend ritual. But 

this day would be anything but usual. When he glanced up, 

he saw that the sky was filled with aircraft coming right 

toward the Marine airfield. 

When the planes got close enough. He saw the red ball 

insignias and instantly knew they belonged to the Imperial 

Japanese. “I knew they weren’t supposed to be there, said 

Hughes. He rushed to the armory, grabbed his Springfield 

bolt-action rifle and yelled for the others to do the same. He 

and several Marines then crouched near the construction 

site of a swimming pool (shown in the photo above) and 

proceeded to shoot at the attacking planes.  

“They were so low we couldn’t help but hit them,” he 

said. “Dust was kicking up all around us from the Japanese 

strafing us.” 

In total, the attack on Pearl Harbor resulted in more 

than 2,400 American deaths as well as massive destruction 

to the U.S. Navy fleet in the Pacific. On that fateful day, 

the United States entered World War II, dramatically 

changing the course of life for Hughes and others around 

the globe. 

Was that the end of John Hughes’ service? The answer 

is a most decided “no.” He went to Pensacola, Florida, for 

flight training to become a fighter pilot. Upon graduating 

successfully, he was sent to the South Pacific, participating 
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in dive bombing missions from New Georgia to the Philip-

pines. He flew 150 dive bombing missions and earned the 

Distinguished Flying Cross. 

After the war, Hughes was stationed at El Toro Marine 

Base near Irvine, where he met his future wife Mary Duba 

of Libertyville, Illinois. They were married in November 

1946. 

Was that the end of Hughes’ military career? The an-

swer is “No, not at all.” John was  sent to China, then back 

to Hawaii, and then to Cherry Point, North Carolina. He 

flew the F4U Corsairs and the F2H Banshee jet aircraft. 

When the Korean War broke out, John was trained to 

fly helicopters and was again sent overseas, performing 

medical evacuation missions. 

After Korea, John’s career was still not over. He was 

sent to participate in atomic bomb testing at Bikini Atoll, 

then to the Bureau of Aeronautics in Washington, D.C. and 

then to Okinawa. 

After a final tour at El Toro for helicopter duty, he re-

tired from the Marine Corps, after 27 years. He then attend-

ed college and studied history and politics. John went on to 

help run a business in Tustin, and he and his wife Mary 

raised five children. John turned 101 in February of this 

year.  

Here are his words of wisdom for the next generation: 

“Always be honest and responsible, and remember the im-

portance of service.” 

At the January meeting of the Freedom Committee of 

Orange County, we were treated to an interview of Major 

John Hughes by another marine, Dwight Hanson of the 

Freedom Committee.  

Through a series of questions and answers, Major John 

Hughes again relived for us those anxious moments when 

he aimed his rifle at those Imperial Japanese airplanes at-

tacking his airfield in Hawaii on December 7, 1941, leading 

to the start of World War II. Thank you, John!  ⸋ 



WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS 
Bill Cote, Navy Seabees 
Wesley Heusser, Army 

Randy George, Air Force 
Bill Gordon, Army 

Ken Cornelison, Air Force 
John Hennessy, Army 

Alison Wright, Associate 
Lawrence LeDoux, Navy 
Wayne Scott, Air Force 

David Lambert, Air Force 
AND FAREWELL TO THOSE DEPARTED 

Buck Wall, Air Force 
Harry Selling, Air Force 

Mario Vinci, Navy 
Dick Grabow, Army 

Bill Anderson, Air Force 

 

 FREEDOM COMMITTEE OF ORANGE COUNTY  

President…John “Scott” Williams  

Executive Vice President…James Grimm  

Secretary…Tim Richards  

Treasurer…Kirk Hayward  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: John “Scott” Williams, 

James Baker, Sr., David K. Hayward, Tim Richards, 

James C. Grimm, Maj. Gen. William J. Mall, Jr., Robert 

McClain, Tom Gorla and Dwight Hanson. 

WHEN AND WHERE WE MEET: 2nd Wednesday of 

the month, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm, Presbyterian Church of 

the Covenant, 2850 Fairview Road, Costa Mesa. 

HOW TO REACH US: WEBSITE: www.fc-oc.org ,     

PRESIDENT: Scott Williams, 3465 Santa Clara Circle, 

Costa Mesa, CA 92626. Phone: 714-979-1049, Email:  

swllmsca @gmail.com 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: Dave Hayward, email 

JeanneDave@aol.com, Tim Richards and Kaaron Carver. 

WE ARE A: Section 501 (c)(3) Nonprofit Corporation. 

OUR EIN IS: 90-0736962. 
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MORE PRESENTATIONS BY OUR VETERANS 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veterans Ted Tanner (left) and Fred Whitaker (right) told 

students at Santa Margarita High School about their ex-

periences in World War II. 

Fred Whitaker 

shakes hands with a 

possible future NFL 

linebacker. 

Veteran Ted Tanner is greeted by a student as Scott 

McIntosh, AP History teacher approaches. 

Ted Tanner and Fred Whitaker talked about their WWII 

experiences for 75 minutes to an Advanced Placement 

junior and senior class. When the end of the school day 

bell rang, a student in the front row said, “We don’t have 

to go anywhere. We want to learn more from the veter-

ans.” The class continued for another 20 minutes. 


