
 

Voices of veterans who have served their country in World War II, Korea, 

Vietnam, the Cold War, 1st Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

The San Diego Chargers opened their preseason training 

camp at the Jack R. Hammett (founder of the Freedom 

Committee of Orange County) Sports Complex, Costa  

Mesa this past week. Likewise, the FCOC’s “Living Histo-

ry” speakers summer training program, under the guidance 

of Col. Dick Grabow, prepares our new “Living History” 

speakers for the Fall Community Meetings and the 2019-

20 school year classroom presentations.  In addition to the 

speaker’s dos and don’ts, the speaker candidates will piece 

together their personal Living History stories with photos 

and a narrative outline, with the assistance from our veter-

an military and associate members.  Next their story is con-

verted to an electronic form in Windows or Apple format, 

with the assistance of the FCOC technical team lead by 

Kaaron Carver, Doug Milliken, and Steve Tucker.  This 

process that takes 15-30 hours.  The completed personal 

Living History consists of 20-40 slides which are “saved” 

to “a memory stick” which is provided to the candidate by 

FCOC.  The speaker is sent home to practice the 35-minute 

“Living History” presentation.  Finally, Dick Grabow will 

add the veteran to our schools speaker list and/or will 

schedule our new speaker to speak at such places as the 

Oasis Club, Casa Del Sol, or the Costa Mesa Senior Veter-

ans Club, as well as the FCOC’s community meetings.  Jim 

Grimm, FCOC’s Vice President, is the videographer who 

records the presentation, gives a copy to the speaker and 

posts the video to our website www.fc-oc.org. 

Capt. Gary Barnhill, USAF, F-105 pilot, Vietnam 

Veteran, made his personal military history presentation, 

“Nuke Alert and Combat Missions” at the FCOC’s July 

10th meeting, with 97 in attendance. Gary received a stand-

ing ovation at the conclusion of his presentation.  He com-

pleted the FCOC’s speaker’s training course this May. 

David Hayward, WWII, B-25 pilot, FCOC newsletter 

editor, author, and a highly respected speaker in his own 

right, commented about Gary Barnhill’s presentation, “I 

thought Gary Barnhill's presentation on July 10 was the 

most impressive I have heard in the years I have been at-

tending.  The subject matter was outstanding and the way 

he worked in videos without fault was great.  The risks and 

losses those pilots experienced made Gary very lucky to 

have survived.  What really got to me was the State Depart-

ment’s admission that they had been sending mission infor-

mation to the Swiss Ambassador for relaying on to the 

North Vietnamese, leading further to the great losses of our 

airmen.  It was a great meeting.  Thanks again for all you 

and your staff do to make it so”. 

Cpt. Gary Barnhill is FCOC qualified to make class-

room presentations. 

Did you know that FCOC’s monthly meetings began 

in a small room at the Costa Mesa Historical Society build-

ing?  The room seated 10-12 adults and it was so small the 

speaker did not need a microphone. 

In 2010, the monthly meetings moved into the Costa 

Mesa Neighborhood building.  The meeting room held 

about 40 people.  This picture shows the Radio Shack mi-

crophone with a 10 foot cord 

and the Omega speaker.  The 

visual was on the lap top com-

puter only.  There was no pro-

jection and the DVD sounds 

were amplified by holding the 

Radio Shack microphone near 

the laptop speaker.  The audi-

ence constantly complained 

that they couldn’t hear and 

those with hearing aids 

snoozed off.  Thankfully, Ray 

Wong came to our meetings 

and volunteered to remedy the audio-visual deficiencies.  

We were on our way! (to be continued in the next newslet-

ter…)                                    Scott Williams 
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PRESENTATIONS MADE BY  

THE FREEDOM COMMITTEE 

March  28. Military Affairs Committee, Los Alamitos. 
April 30. Vietnam Memorial, Westminster. 
May 2. Concordia University, Irvine. 
May 8. Orange County Bd. of Education, Costa Mesa. 
May 9-12. Lyons Air Museum, Santa Ana. 
May 14-16. Corona del Mar High School, Newport Beach. 
May 21-22. Newport Harbor High School, Newport Beach. 
May 23-24. Costa Mesa High School, Costa Mesa. 
May 24. Killybrooke Middle School, Costa Mesa. 
May 24. Newport Harbor High School, Newport Beach. 
May 27. Harbor Lawn-Mt. Olive Mem. Park, Costa Mesa. 
May 27. Sea Country Senior Center, Laguna Niguel. 
May 29-30. Ocean View High School, Huntington Beach. 
June 5. Costa Mesa Senior Center, Costa Mesa. 
June 9. Flag Day Parade, Anaheim. 
June 13. Corona del Mar High School, Newport Beach. 
July 4. Fourth of July Parade, Huntington Beach. 

At the Vietnam War Memorial in Westminster, (left to 

right), John Baca (Congressional Medal of Honor) , 

Frank Pangborn (Sang the National Anthem), Craig 

Mandeville (Silver Stars and Purple Heart), Frank Or-

zio (Invocation), and Bill Mimiaga (USMC Ret) 

Veterans of the Freedom Committee hosted a table at 

the Lyons Air Museum in Santa Ana during the Col-

lins Foundation Fly In from May 9th to 12th. The 

crowds were shown the aircraft above, (top to bot-

tom) the B-25, B-17 and B-24 of World War II. 

These veterans of the Freedom Committee came to 

Costa Mesa High School on day one of a 2-day ses-

sion, for interviews by small groups of students. 

 

On day two at Costa Mesa High School, the Freedom 

Committee returned with this group of  veterans for 

more interviews. 

Fred Whitaker of the 

Freedom Committee was 

the major participant in a 

panel discussion at Con-

cordia University in Ir-

vine, held in commemo-

ration of the 75th anni-

versary of D Day. Fred 

participated in the Battle 

of the Bulge in World 

War II. 
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The Freedom Committee supported the Killybrooke Mid-

dle School Flag Deck ceremony. Truly patriots. 

Newport Harbor High School. (L to R) Marine JROTC, 

Veterans Frank Pangborn and Tim Richards, Bobby 

McDonald, Dr. Don Miyada and Principal Sean Bolton. 

Gary Tegel (rear) and Vic Real attended the Flag Day 

parade in Anaheim. 

Newport Harbor High School. (L to R) Principal Sean 

Bolton, Veterans Tim Richards, Ted Tanner, Doug Milli-

ken, Ronnie Geyer, Jack Linscott and US history teacher 

Garrett Govaars.  

Veteran Dave Hay-

ward spoke to the stu-

dents at Ocean View 

High School in Hun-

tington Beach. He told 

of the Santa Ana Army 

Air Base in World War 

II, now the location of 

Orange County Fair 

Grounds and Orange 

Coast College. 

Veterans of the Freedom Committee were honored by the 

Orange County Board of Education with Certificates of 

Recognition for their contributions to education. 

On June 13, the 52 veterans shown here, 

mostly from the Freedom Committee, 

were hosted for lunch by the sophomore 

class of Corona del Mar High School in 

Newport Beach. About 550 people, in-

cluding students, faculty, administrators, 

parents and veterans filled the gymnasi-

um to capacity. The students presented a 

slide show. Some of the veterans came to 

the stage and told their stories. The stu-

dents were expressing their appreciation 

for having the opportunity to interview 

the veterans at earlier meetings. 



TED TANNER STORY 
WWII in the Pacific 

By Tom Gorla 
 

Theodore “Ted” Tanner was born in December 1920, in 

Portland, Oregon. At a young 

age he showed a passion for 

building, and for mechanics 

and engines. His father, a 

Greek immigrant, opened res-

taurants from New York to 

Portland, Oregon. His mother 

was a dentist, one of the very 

few early female dentists. Af-

ter graduating from high 

school in 1940, he was perfect-

ly positioned to join the mili-

tary when the attack on Pearl 

Harbor occurred a year later. After attempts to go into a 

Navy air program, in 1942 Ted entered service in an Army 

Air Force training program in Tennessee, and then moved 

through Arkansas, Alabama and Florida, training in the P-

40 fighter aircraft.  

The world was ablaze by then. Deep in the Pacific, 

Japanese forces were just about everywhere, and still mov-

ing east, as they conquered and spread to island after island 

in the Western Pacific, even threatening Australia.  

Assigned to the 312th Bomb Group and in its 386th 

Squadron, 2nd Lt. Ted Tanner sailed from San Francisco in 

the S. S. Niuw Amsterdam, Holland America’s luxury liner. 

It became a troop ship carrying 8,000 passengers, including 

infantry, to Sydney, Australia, arriving November 19, 

1943. Army aviation units were fully engaged in this large 

movement of equipment and personnel. 

Arriving at about the same time, the 312th’s P-40’s had 

to be assembled in Brisbane. That accomplished, the squad-

ron was relocated to Cape York, Australia, only 300 miles 

from southeastern New Guinea. 

It didn’t take long before Ted had the luck and oppor-

tunity to fly the twin engine A-20G. It was a most attractive 

alternative to most fighter aircraft in its speed over most 

fighters, including the Japanese Zero! It was a “pilot’s 

dream,” twin engines, with Ted alone in the cockpit. In ad-

dition to its speed capability of 330 mph, the A-20G carried 

plenty of armament to support the ground forces in combat, 

to destroy land and naval targets, and defend against enemy 

fighters.  

During early combat in New Guinea, the pilots quick-

ly became aware that, while the A-20G was fitted with a 

motion picture camera, it had to be manually activated by 

the pilot. The pilot had a full hand of duties when on attack 

mode or being under attack. Too often, the pilot had no 

time to flip the system’s switch as his bombs were being 

dropped or the guns were activated. 

Ted Tanner, always the tinkerer and mechanic, took 

on that problem by designing a system which would auto-
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matically start the cam-

eras with the dropping 

of bombs or the firing 

of the .50 caliber ma-

chine guns from the 

bow-mounted or the 

dorsal twin .50’s.   

That led to the full 

squadron and the entire 

312th Bomb Group in-

stalling it as well. 

Much safer and more reliable pictures were available for 

battle damage analysis and for future attack requirements. 

Some of the most spectacular aerial battle scenes were then 

released to home front news sources. 

Mid-December 1943 saw his squadron and others of 

the 5th Bomber Command attack and take back New Guin-

ea. It was clear to all on the ground and in the air that New 

Guinea was not Shangri La and never would be. 

Then came the Japanese-occupied Philippine Islands. 

The score had to be settled. At the end of 1944 and into 

1945, the A-20G group moved to the Philippines, operating 

against Japanese forces. They were attacking Corregidor 

Island and Luzon targets, making unrelenting efforts to 

drive the Japanese out of Manila.   

The bombings in August 1945 at Hiroshima and Naga-

saki brought the war to a near conclusion, but a lot of work 

remained. Holdout members of the Japanese military were 

not anxious to surrender; some would rather die, and some 

did not surrender for decades later. Ted eventually received 

orders to board a Liberty ship, to make the Pacific crossing 

and arrive at Portland, Oregon, and home in late 1945. 

After two weeks of Relief and Relaxation, his orders 

sent him to Santa Ana Army Air Base in Costa Mesa, Cali-

fornia, for processing. There, he had an accidental contact 

with a friend whom he knew from flying with the 312th 

Group. Through that meeting and a couple of lucky breaks, 

Ted was happy to be assigned to aircraft ferry delivery du-

ty, that is, to fly aircraft of all types (single and twin-engine 

props, jets, single and multi-engines) all over the world. It 

satisfied his desire to continue flying.   

At times it was incredibly challenging to fly aircraft he 

had never been familiar with, and there were some terrify-

ing times. For example, as he took off in a jet aircraft which 

was having fuel system leaks, he was burned around the 

neck and face. He had to declare an emergency for return to 

landing. Surviving that, he repaired the numerous leaks 

himself and then continued on with the mission. 

At the end, Lt. Col. Theodore “Ted” Tanner, USAF, 

after 5 years of active duty and 25 years of reserve duty, 

retired from the Air Force. He had received the following 

decorations: Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with 2 

Oak Leaf Clusters, Bronze Star, Asiatic-Pacific Medal with 

2 battle stars, WWII Victory Medal, and the Philippine Lib-

eration and National Defense Medals.  □ 
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The Program 
 

Prelude                      3rd Marine Aircraft Marine Band, Miramar 

The Eternal Flame                        Boy Scout Troops 106 and 711 

Master of Ceremonies           1st Lt. John “Scott” Williams, USA 

Opening Remarks                  Maj. Gen. William J. Mall, Jr (Ret) 

Parade of Military Flags                Freedom Committee members 

Posting of Colors                    Costa Mesa Fire and Rescue Dept. 

Raising the Flag                   Capt. Timothy Richards (Ret), USA 

                                                  and Cpl. Dwight Hanson, USMC  

Pledge of Allegiance              CW2 James C. Grimm (Ret), USA   

National Anthem                      3rd Marine Aircraft Marine Band      

Invocation                                  Cpl. Dwight Hanson, USMC 

Musical Selections                                   Orange Empire Chorus 

Welcome and Introduction       Capt. Robert B. Olds (Ret), USN 

Keynote Speaker            Brig. General Ryan P. Heritage, USMC 

Musical Selections                   3rd Marine Aircraft Marine Band 

Honorary Wreath Lying          All Military Branches—All Wars 

Gold Star Mother Tribute                                     Marie Simpson 

Rifle Salute                                        Living History Association 

Taps               3rd Marine Aircraft Marine Band, Buglers “Echo” 

Raising of the Colors to Full Staff  

                       Capt. Timothy Richards and Cpl. Dwight Hanson  
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FREEDOM COMMITTEE OF ORANGE COUNTY  
President…John “Scott” Williams  
Executive Vice President…James Grimm  
Secretary…Tim Richards  
Treasurer…Kirk Hayward  

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: John “Scott” Williams, James 
Baker, Sr., David K. Hayward, Tim Richards, James C. 
Grimm, Fred Whitaker, Maj. Gen. William J. Mall, Jr., 
Robert McClain, Buck Wall and Dwight Hanson. 
 
WHEN AND WHERE WE MEET: 2nd Wednesday of the 
month, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm, Presbyterian Church of 
the Covenant, 2850 Fairview Road, Costa Mesa. 
 
HOW TO REACH US: WEBSITE: www.fc-oc.org , PRESI-
DENT: Scott Williams, 3465 Santa Clara, Costa Mesa, 
CA 92626. Phone: 714-979-1049, Email:  
swllmsca @gmail.com 
 
NEWSLETTER: Dave Hayward, Email: 
jeannedave@aol.com, Tim Richards, Kaaron Carver. 

OUR THANKS GO TO 
 

• Boy Scouts of America, Orange County Council, Troops106 and 711, 

who posted flags on the graves of  veterans.  

• Audrey Miller and Valerie Boston for the wreaths and flower arrange-

ments. 

• Cornell Illiescu, founder of the Noble Cause Foundation, dedicated to 

protecting and preserving the legacy of the Greatest Generation and 

teaching our youth that freedom is not free. 

• 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing Band, Miramar, under the direction of SSgt. 

John F. Geary, USMC. 

• Orange Empire Chorus under the direction of Craig Ewing. 

• 82nd Airborne WWII Living History Association, under the command 

of Fred McDowell, dedicated to the preservation of the history of WWII 

and the honoring of veterans. 

• Jesus Garcia, Park Superintendent, and his crew, for their great efforts in 

maintaining the venue. 

• Special thanks to the Costa Mesa Fire and Rescue Department and its 

personnel whose participation helps make this event so colorful and pat-

riotic. 

• Special salute to Thomas Bell for the opening flyover. 

• Special thanks to the Freedom Committee of Orange County for provid-

ing lunch. 

• And a very special thanks to General Manager Michael Roudebush and 

the caring staff at Harbor Lawn-Mt. Olive Memorial Park & Mortuary 

for co-hosting the event. 

• To our generous sponsors: Stanley W. Ekstrom Foundation. 

• Dignity Memorial. 

• The Freedom Committee of Orange County. 

• Robby Conn, Esq., BRE #01338648, Coldwell Banker, Residential Bro-

kerage. 


