
 

Voices of veterans who have served their country in World War II, Korea, 

Vietnam, the Cold War, 1st Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Scott Williams 
 

In 1995, a group of WWII Veterans, led by Jack Ham-

mett, sought to mark the 50th anniversary of the end of 

WWII, by telling their stories in meetings to remind 

the next generation of the sacrifices made by our Unit-

ed States Armed Forces to preserve democracy at 

home and abroad.  At first, they met in local coffee 

shops, then held monthly meetings at the Costa Mesa 

Historical Society.  By 2010 they outgrew that facility 

and moved to the Costa Mesa Neighborhood Center 

on Park Ave.  From monthly meetings with 35-45 at-

tendees, the FCOC Community meetings grew to over 

120 attendees.  As the audience grew, so grew the 

need for a larger room, for sound systems, micro-

phones, receivers, transmitters, and projectors and 

projector screens.  But in the autumn of 2016 the city 

gave notice that our neighborhood meeting place 

would be demolished and rebuilt during a three-year 

construction project. 

Good News: We have relocated to the Presbyteri-

an Church of the Covenant, 2850 Fairview Road at 

Adams Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92626. The church fa-

cilities meet all of our requirements, and church Sec-

retary Elsie Ehara and facility manager John Im wel-

comed us with open hearts and arms.  Our monthly 

Community meetings are in the Fellowship Hall, 

which has great acoustics and plenty of seating and 

parking space.  One Note: We do our own setting up 

and taking down of the 22 tables, 140 chairs, audio-

visual equipment, coffee and water service for each 

meeting.  I want to thank all of you who have volun-

teered your time, energy and effort to set up in Sep-

tember and Octo-

ber.  Couldn’t do it 

without you!  

Need your contin-

uing support!  

Interesting 

Facts: The church 

property ties to our 

military history:  It 

is located on the 

former Santa Ana Army Air Base training facility dur-

ing WWII.  FCOC members Harry Selling and David 

Hayward began their training and testing at this base.  

And: As you enter the church’s south parking lot, you 

will notice that the common driveway is shared by  the 

Jack R. Hammett Sports Complex.  Yes, our own Jack 

R. Hammett, FCOC’s first President, U.S. Navy 

Corpsmen, WWII, PHS.  

The FCOC Community meetings for 2017-18 are 

held from noon to 1:30 on these dates: 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Wednesday, December 13, 2017 

Wednesday, January 10, 2018 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Wednesday, March 14, 2018 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Wednesday, June 13, 2018 

Wednesday, July 11, 2018 

Wednesday, August 8, 2018 

Wednesday, September 12, 2018  
Wednesday, October 10, 2018 
Wednesday, November 14, 2018 
Wednesday, December 12, 2018      
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PRESENTATIONS MADE BY 

THE FREEDOM COMMITTEE 

 

Even during the summer months, when schools were 

not in regular session, our veterans continued their 

presentations of Living History. 

May 26. Dedication at John Wayne Park, Newport 

Beach. 

July 18. Cousins Club of Orange County, Orange. 

Sept 27. State of the Schools Breakfast, Newport Mesa 

Unified School District, Newport Beach. 

Oct 7. Veterans History Project at the Library of Con-

gress, Midway City. 

Oct 18-19. Interviews at Costa Mesa Middle School, 

Costa Mesa. 

 

STATE OF THE SCHOOLS BREAKFAST 

NEWPORT MESA UNIFIED  

SCHOOL DISTRICT  

 
On September 27th, the Freedom Committee’s Board 

of Directors joined with school, government and com-

munity representatives to salute the neighborhood 

schools, their goals and achievements. To accommo-

date the large crowd, the event was held at the Costa 

Mesa High School gym. 

Opening the 

breakfast meet-

ing, our delega-

tion rose to their 

feet as Boy Scout 

Troop 339 en-

tered the room as 

Color Guard. 

 

STARTING THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR 
 

On October 18, 

four Freedom 

Committee vet-

erans, each rep-

resenting a his-

torical period, 

responded to 

questions by 

history teacher 

Aaron Hale, at 

right.  

 

In that afternoon, 

as more students 

came to partici-

pate, another four

-veteran panel 

along with teach-

er Aaron Hale 

continued the in-

terviews  

 

 

By the next day, October 19th, shown below, a total of 

670 students had arrived to hear the interviews of the 

Freedom Committee veterans. 



 

LEST WE FORGET 

By William C. Schultz 

 
Bill Schultz, as his friends know him, served in the U. S. 

Navy from 1945 to 1948. He is a member of the Freedom 

Committee of Orange County, founded by Pearl Harbor 

survivor Jack Hammett. Bill is also a Docent at the Lyon 

Air Museum. His story, abbreviated here to the space avail-

able, follows: 

In 2010, in an extremely rare unanimous vote, an Act 

of Congress created a new National Holiday. The second 

Sunday of August, the Sunday nearest to August 14, is des-

ignated as “The National Spirit of ‘45 Day, to commemo-

rate V-J Day on August 14, 1945. This National Holiday is 

intended to preserve the legacy of the men and women of 

the Greatest Generation, so that their example of courage 

and sacrifice, and “we can get this job done attitude” can 

be an inspiration to all Americans.   

V-J-Day was the day the shooting stopped in WW II. 

The Instrument of Surrender was signed nineteen days later, 

on September 2, 1945, on the deck of the battleship USS 

Missouri, at anchor in Tokyo Bay. The signing of that docu-

ment by General Douglas MacArthur, a representative of 

the Empire of Japan, and by representatives of the eight 

Allied Powers, brought a formal end to WW II, a war that 

claimed 60 million lives. President Harry S. Truman de-

clared December 31, 1946, as the official end of hostilities 

of WW II.  

In the VJ-Day celebration of the end of WW II in 

Times Square on August 14, 1945, an iconic photograph 

taken at that celebration shows a US Navy sailor kissing a 

nurse. The photograph was on the cover of LIFE Magazine, 

and became an instant icon. The “nurse” was Greta Zimmer 

Friedman, who was not a nurse, but a woman in a white 

dress, who was working in Manhattan as a dental hygienist. 

Greta Friedman died last year, on September 8, 2016, at age 

of 92. Her parents died in the concentration camp at Ausch-

witz. The sailor was George Mendonsa, who was on leave 

from the destroyer THE SULLIVANS, DD 537. The USS 

THE SULLIVANS 

was named after five 

brothers who were 

lost on a single ship 

in WW II. George 

Mendonsa had been 

watching a movie at 

Radio City Music 

Hall, when the news 

of the end of WW II 

interrupted the movie 

and he left the thea-

ter to join the wild 

celebration in Times 

Square. This famous 

photograph was used 

to make an iconic 

sculpture of the kiss-

ing sailor, by the fa-

mous sculptor Sew-

ard Johnson. The 

sculpture became known as  

The Unconditional Surrender.  

The original statue, placed in Times Square, is 25 feet 

tall. Copies have been made, one of which is currently lo-

cated at the USS Midway Memorial in San Diego. Another 

is in Sarasota, FL, and another is at the Seward Johnson 

Sculpture Park in Hamilton, NJ. Overseas, there is a copy 

in Caen, France, Normandy, and there is also a copy at Civ-

itavecchia, Italy.   

Two life-size copies of the sculpture were also made: 

one is at the dockside of the USS Missouri Memorial in 

Pearl Harbor. The second is on board the USS Iowa Memo-

rial, in the Los Angeles waterfront at San Pedro, CA. This 

second copy, now on the battleship USS Iowa in San Pedro, 

was unveiled at the Lyon Air Museum by Jack Hammett in 

2013. On the following day, there was an all-day celebra-

tion at the USS Iowa as the Unconditional Surrender statue 

was dedicated by Jack Hammett. 

In August, 2013, The National Spirit of ‘45 Day was 

observed on the battleship USS Iowa. In that observance, 

there was a full-day program that featured WW II Veterans, 

led by Jack Hammett and re-enactors, civic officials, with 

live band music, speeches, and tours of the historic USS 

Iowa. The copy of the Unconditional Surrender statue was 

installed on the USS Iowa.    

The Lyon Air Museum played a significant role in the 

2013 observance of The National Spirit of ‘45 Day at the 

USS Iowa at the Los Angeles waterfront on the previous 

day, when the life-sized copy of the famous statue was un-

veiled at the Lyon Air Museum by Jack Hammett on the 

day before it was installed at the USS Iowa.  

The National Spirit of ‘45 Day, is a National Holiday 

that is not only forgotten but has never really taken hold. 

No calendars, pocket or otherwise, make note of it.  News-

papers and the rest of the media tend to ignore it.  

But over the years, Lyon Air Museum Docents Jack 
Hammett and Bill Schultz, along with many others, have 
made major efforts to preserve those memories. Jack sent 

out many email messages. Every one of those messages 
closed with: Remember Pearl Harbor and Keep America 

Alert.    
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Bill Schultz 

At the Lyon Air Museum 



 

STUDENT FEEDBACK 

 

We have received some great comments from students 

expressing their gratitude and thoughts for the presen-

tations made by Freedom Committee veterans at their 

schools. Here are excerpts from just a few. 

Ocean View High School, Huntington Beach 

Vincent Caiazzo. I believe the most important 

lesson coming from the Vietnam War is to have the 

courage to overcome any obstacle in your life. 

Lyn Tran. The most important lesson I’ve learned 

was that everyone plays a role. It isn’t about the power 

you have but the power you have to give. 

Makenna Elliott. In life there will be many adver-

sities and hardships that I will have to learn to over-

come. The speeches by the veterans gave me some 

motivation and guidance to the way I live my life. 

Newport Harbor High School, Newport Beach 

Spiro Stameson. I loved how, after the war, you 

utilized the GI Bill of Rights to become an engineer, a 

perfect example of living history. I also aspire to study 

engineering. 

Rachel Davis. I feel we don’t get as much detail 

as to what went on and how it affected people. I am so 

grateful that you came and talked to us so we could 

get a closer connection and understanding as well as 

see pictures of you. 

Camille Baron. Even though you were busy with 

war, you were not too busy to be aware of your sur-

roundings and realize what a beautiful place you were 

in. I really saw this with the picture you took of the 

Himalayas. 

Costa Mesa High School, Costa Mesa 

Valerie Rodriguez. When you read a history book 

about all these wars, they don’t include personal ac-

counts, and the casualty number is just a number. Lis-

tening to your accounts of the war really helped me 

place humanity into a war so cold and devastating. 

Jimmy Salano. The fact that you were actually in 

the Battle of the Bulge was crazy to me. We have 

learned so much about that battle in history class, and 

being able to talk to somebody that experienced it first 

hand was an honor. 

Carlos Ahuatzi. The story that stood out for me 

was the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, that 

many veterans were in support of the bombings be-

cause it would avoid the invasion of Japan that would 

have led to millions of deaths. Kids would never have 

been born.     

 

More student letters 

Boy. I learned more from you in one sit down than 

a whole year of history class. 

Boy. The one piece of advice you gave us was to 

respect everyone. Your authorities, your parents, your 

peers, everyone. Respecting everyone is crucial to 

making sure all the gears are running smoothly with 

everyone sharing a common goal. 

Girl. Of the 26 countries you visited, your favorite 

place in the world is right here in Orange County. I 

found it’s so easy to forget how blessed we are in our 

own country. 

Myles Aguilar. Your talk truly made me appreci-

ate how rugged, burdensome, and demanding it was 

being an officer in control of men’s lives. Your sacri-

fices to defend our freedom were admirable. 

Kate Dejanio. Your talk was the highlight of my 

school year. Your story really impacted my under-

standing of the Vietnam war and the sacrifices all of 

you made. Welcome home. 

Kaylie Tickenoff. Your account of the Vietnam 

war was so riveting. I also appreciate that you brought 

humor into your presentation when you told the story 

of what was a possible attack which turned out to be 

monkeys in the nearby trees. 

Our thanks go to Freedom Committee veteran Bar-

bara Hallett for assisting with this program. 
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SEND YOUR STORIES, LETTERS, PHOTOS AND     
COMMENTS TO DAVE HAYWARD AT  

JeanneDave@aol.com  
FREEDOM COMMITTEE OF ORANGE COUNTY  

President…John “Scott” Williams  
Executive Vice President…Frank Pangborn  
Chief Financial Officer…Fred Whitaker  
Secretary…Tim Richards  
Treasurer…Robert McClain  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

James Baker, Sr. Frank Orzio 
David Brooks Frank L. Pangborn 
Robert B. Davis Tim Richards 
James C. Grimm Fred Whitaker  
David K. Hayward John “Scott” Williams 

Maj. Gen. William J. Mall, Jr. 
WEBSITE:  www.fc-oc.org  

NEWSLETTER STAFF  
Dave Hayward, Tim Richards, Bill Moynihan, 
Kaaron Carver, Beth Refakes 


