
 

Voices of veterans who have served their country in World War II, Korea, 

Vietnam, the Cold War, 1st Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Scott Williams 

Good News! In 2017, we are moving to the Costa Mesa 

Community Gymnasium located at 1860 Anaheim Ave., 

Costa Mesa, which is 200 feet west of our current loca-

tion.  The first meeting in the new building will be on Janu-

ary 11, 2017.  1st Lt. Roderic “Rod” Paul McChesney, WWII, 

USN-Aviator will present his military history as a carrier 

pilot in the Pacific. 

As we move into the final quarter of 2016, I am busy as-

signing Freedom Committee of Orange County (“Freedom 

Committee”) veterans to speak at six Veterans Day cere-

monies: El Toro Memorial Park, City of Fountain Valley, 

City of Laguna Niguel, City of Orange Community Founda-

tion, Costa Mesa Senior Center, and the Boeing Company 

Veterans Association.  I am blessed that our military veter-

ans respond to my call for action. 

 In addition, the Newport-Mesa Unified School District has 

contracted with The Freedom Committee to provide the 

Freedom Committee’s “Living History Program” to the dis-

trict’s six high schools for the 2016-2017 school year.  

Denise Weiland, independent contractor, will serve as our 

liaison to NMUSD to coordinate the “Living History Pro-

gram.”  Keith Regan, Vietnam War, USA, continues to be 

the Freedom Committee volunteer liaison for south coun-

ty schools (City of Irvine to San Clemente).  And James 

Grimm is the volunteer liaison for the Huntington Beach 

Union High School District.  In the 2015-2016 school year 

the Freedom Committee military speakers spoke to more 

than eight thousand students.   

The Freedom Committee’s “Living History Program” is 

growing.  Growth means increasing our membership, and 

training veterans for interviews and presentations, while 

maintaining high standards.  We would like every veteran 

to attend our two-hour speakers and interviewees work-

shop. It is well worth the time and you will reap the bene-

fits of seeing your impact on the next generation.  Please 

participate and get involved with our speaker’s program. 

We are neither teachers nor instructors. Our mission is 

simply, “Passing the Torch of Liberty on to Future Genera-

tions.” I have been witness to many of our past Chairman 

Jack Hammett’s (1920 – 2014), “Pearl Harbor” presenta-

tions to students.  Jack was an excellent speaker who 

would conclude his presentation something like this, “…

I’ve told you my story. You can do with it as you wish. But I 

ask only one thing, ‘Take care of my Country’”.  We may 

not be the messenger that Jack was but we need to make 

the effort to pass the message forward. 

While we are not instructors, we should have knowledge 

about “Liberty”. Liberty is freedom, as in a sailor getting 

permission to go ashore. But Liberty is also much more, as 

stated in a recent article about Liberty by Joel Kotkin dis-

cussing the American founders, …“What ties Americans to 

the founders is not race, but our embrace of a political 

and legal culture base, distinctly Anglo-Saxon ideas, about 

due process, representative government, property rights 

and free speech… Representative government proved to 

be far superior to power derived by blood, divine right of 

leaders and heredity …”  The Anglo-Saxons left their mark 

on the English language in its grammar and in perhaps a 

fifth of the words we use today. Long live Liberty! 
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THE FREEDOM COMMITTEE AT WORK IN 

THE COMMUNITY 

 

In May, veteran Fred Whitaker spoke to the students at 

Tustin Ranch Elementary School. He also appeared before 

the Lions Club of Tustin to tell of his experience in the Nor-

mandy invasion of World War II. The Lions Club expressed 

its appreciation by arranging a donation of  $250 to the 

Freedom Committee to help it continue its fine work.  

In August, President Scott Williams of the Freedom Com-

mittee met with Kirk Bauermeister, Executive Director, 

Secondary Education, of the Newport-Mesa Unified School 

District to prepare its Living History contract for the next 

school year. Freedom Committee Board of Directors, 

shown below, approved the contract in September.  

(Back row, L to R) Robert Davis, Frank Pangborn, Maj 

Gen William Mall, Frank Orzio, Tim Richards, James 

Baker, and David Hayward. (Front row) James Grimm and 

President Scott Williams. (Not present) David Brooks and  

Fred Whitaker. 

Also in September, Veteran Dave Hayward appeared 

before the Adventurer’s Club of Los Angeles, presenting to 

them his own “adventures” with the Air Force in the China-

Burma-India Theater in World War II. Present were (L to 

R) Adventurer’s President Vincent Weatherby, Freedom 

Committee veterans Dave Hayward and Sid Hallburn, and 

Associate Lynn Redman.  

 

 

 

 

 

At its regular monthly meeting in September, the Free-

dom Committee’s speaker was Lt. Col. Robert J. Friend, 

one of the famed Tuskegee Airmen, who escorted U. S. 

bombers over Europe in World War II. Shown here with 

Col. Friend is a model of the P-51 aircraft that was flown 

by the Tuskegee Airmen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On September 26 the Newport-Mesa Unified School 

District held their annual “State of the Schools” breakfast 

meeting at the Newport Harbor High School gymnasium. 

Over 300 were present, representing the School District and 

members of the community. The Freedom Committee 

Board of directors made its first public appearance of the 

school year, shown in the foreground. 

In November, veterans of the Freedom Committee will 

resume their visits to the students’ history classes, deliver-

ing  Living History to the students, such as shown here.  

Bob Davis tells students at Early College High School 

about his experience as an aerial gunner in World War II. 
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SAVING THE PRISONERS OF WAR 
 

When Jack D. Linscott, a World War II veteran and mem-

ber of the Freedom Committee of Orange County, talks to 

high school students in Orange County, he tells them this 

story.  

He was a Gunners Mate 2nd Class in the U.S. Navy, 

aboard the Destroyer Escort USS Finch. It was September 

1945. An American task group was navigating through a 

minefield of uncertainties to liberate POWs being held in 

Japanese camps on Formosa (now Taiwan). The rescue of 

prisoners was a high priority. They were dying daily from 

starvation, diseases, and brutal treatment from their captors, 

who had a record of killing their prisoners rather than al-

lowing them to be rescued. 

On September 3, Task Group 77.1 sailed from Leyte, 
Philippines, to perform that mission at Keelung Harbor on 
the north coast of Formosa (Taiwan). The task force con-
sisted of two escort aircraft carriers (CVEs), four destroyer 
escorts (DEs) and a fleet oiler (AO).  

Jack Linscott’s ship, the USS Finch, was one of the DEs. 

The aircraft carriers had small landing parties of US Ma-

rines. Jack was to learn that, when the party of Marines is 

not large enough to do the job, the Gunners Mates, of which 

he was one, were also called upon to go ashore. 

The task force faced many problems. Although the Japa-

nese had surrendered on September 2nd, there was no way 

of knowing whether the Japanese commanders on Formosa 

were aware of it. Japanese submarines were still at sea. The 

route to Keelung took the ships through uncharted mine 

fields. As if that were not enough, the ships were headed 

into a full-blown typhoon. In addition, there had been no 

communication with anyone on Formosa. 

But the task force continued on its mission, and arrived 

off Keelung on September 5th. The aircraft carriers dis-

patched F4U Corsairs and F6F Hellcats to fly low over the 

north end of the island and try to locate the prison camps. 

They dropped leaflets to communicate with the enemy com-

mander and his staff, assuring them that the war was over. 

The leaflets also asked the prisoners to identify their loca-

tions by setting out white sheets or other materials that 

could be seen from the air. 

Radio communication was soon established and white 

markers went out to identify three prison camps. It was de-

cided to run the risk of landing an American representative 

on the ground prior to the landing party’s arrival at the 

docks. As two of the DEs approached Keelung harbor, two 

Marines flew in with a TBM-3 while Navy and Marine 

Hellcats covered them. The two Marines, the pilot and a 

liaison officer, landed on Matsuyama Airfield without re-

sistance and met with the field’s commander. Anxiety be-

gan to subside. 

The liaison officer visited three prison camps in the  

area to determine the most urgent needs of the prisoners 

and, upon returning to the 

airfield, he gave the pilot 

a list of needed food and 

medical supplies, which 

the pilot flew to the flag-

ship.  

Unbeknown to the task 

group commander, the 

DEs were directed to the 

middle of a naval mine 

field but, amazingly, not 

one of his ships struck a 

mine. In one case, a Cor-

sair aviator spotted a 

floating mine dead ahead 

of a DE and then proceed-

ed to blow up the mine 

before it could do damage.  

Soon, Jack Linscott and other Gunners Mates aboard the 

USS Finch were called upon to join the Marines on going 

ashore, and to expect the unexpected. As luck would have 

it, they met no resistance. Jack commented, “I never had to 

shoot anybody.” 

Jack became busy carrying stretchers from the prison 

camps to the island railroad, which transported prisoners 

who were too sick to make the trip in trucks to the harbor. 

Then the prisoners were moved on to two DEs waiting at 

the docks.  

In that first day, 9,500 pounds of food and badly needed 

medicines were delivered to the prisoners in the three 

camps. Later, three C-47s arrived at Matsuyama Airfield 

and brought in a team to deal with the Japanese.  

By late afternoon that first day, camp number 1 was evac-

uated and 312 prisoners were delivered to the two DEs 

waiting in the harbor for further transport to the aircraft 

carriers. Next day, camps 5 and 6 were evacuated. In all, 

1,160 prisoners were loaded aboard the DEs for transport to 

the carriers, while 121 personnel were left behind in the 

Japanese hospital. 82 POWs were too sick to move and 39 

medical personnel were left to care for them. 

Most of the POWs were taken to the aircraft carriers, 

where accommodations were made for them in the hangar 

decks. Aircraft were moved to the flight deck to make room 

for the prisoners, and any launching of aircraft had to be 

done by catapult. Fifty of the most healthy and strong pris-

oners remained aboard each of the four DEs for the rough, 

three-day trip to Manila.  

Jack Linscott recalls how, on his ship, the cooks and bak-

ers prepared fresh loaves of bread with real butter for the 

prisoners, the first they had in as much as four years. Jack 

said, “There were smiles on their faces that you can’t be-

lieve.” But unfortunately their sensitive stomachs could not 

retain the food. It soon came up. 
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Gunners Mate 2nd Class  

Jack D. Linscott 



The American crews helped the POWs admirably, 

providing their own mattresses, sharing personal clothing 

and possessions, and willingly assisting with personal care. 

One officer reported, “When some of the salty sailors and 

Marines of the landing party had first seen and begun to 

assist the emaciated POWs, they did so with tears in their  

eyes. All members of Task Group 77.1 were shocked at the 

condition of the walking skeletons they rescued, and they 

responded with selfless, great compassion.” 

Most of the POWs aboard Jack Linscott’s ship, the USS 

Finch, were British, but seven were Americans.  

Manila was reached on the 9th of September, 1945, and 

the POWs were transferred ashore, leaving USS Finch of-

ficers and crew to participate in some relaxed liberty during 

the next eight days.   □ 

Veterans Day Observances by the  

Freedom Committee of Orange County 

 Friday, November 11 

 

El Toro Memorial Park, 25751 Trabuco Road, Lake Forest. 

The ceremonies begin at 11:00 A.M. The featured speaker 

is FCOC member Sgt. Douglas “Doug” A. Milliken, Vi-

etnam Veteran, USA. 

City of Fountain Valley, Veterans Memorial at 17635 Los 

Alamos St. at Slater Ave., Fountain Valley. The ceremony 

begins at 11:00 A.M. The featured speaker is FCOC mem-

ber Captain Robert “Bob” B. Olds, Cold War, USN, Avia-

tor, Ship’s Captain. 

 

City of Laguna Niguel, at the Sea Country Senior & Com-

munity Center, 24602 Aliso Creek Road at Moulton Park-

way, Laguna Niguel.  The ceremony begins at 11:00 A.M. 

Featured speakers are T/Sgt. Robert “Bob” D. Davis, 

WWII, Air Force, POW, and S/Sgt. John “Tilt” Stryker, 

USA, Vietnam War, Special Forces-SOG. 

 

Other Freedom Committee Events in November 

 

Vanguard University, Costa Mesa. On November 7, T/Sgt 

Bob Davis and 1st Lt. Dave Hayward, both of WWII, Air 

Force, will speak to U.S. history classes. 

 

City of Orange Community Foundation, “Flags of Valor,” 

1776 flags, November 7-11, at Handy Park, 2143 E. Oak-

mont at Handy, Orange. FCOC members Fred Whitaker, 

William Schultz, Mario Vinci, and George Widly will be 

doing student interviews on November 10 between 8:30 

and 11:30 A.M. Each of the participating FCOC veterans 

will be represented by an American flag with their military 

bio attached. 
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GM2C Jack D. Linscott, third from left, is shown here 

sitting on his gun. The others are members of his crew. 

SEND YOUR STORIES, LETTERS, PHOTOS AND     
COMMENTS TO DAVE HAYWARD AT  

JeanneDave@aol.com  
FREEDOM COMMITTEE OF ORANGE COUNTY  

President…Scott Williams  
Executive Vice President…Frank Pangborn  
Chief Financial Officer…Fred Whitaker  
Secretary…Tim Richards  
Treasurer…Robert McClain  

VISIT THE FREEDOM COMMITTEE WEBSITE AT  
www.fc-oc.org  

NEWSLETTER STAFF  
Dave Hayward, Coordinator; Tim Richards, Bill 
Moynihan, Kaaron Carver, and Beth Refakes  

This is Jack Linscott now, wearing his USS Finch cap, 

making a presentation to students at Newport Harbor 

High School. 


