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MEMORIAL DAY

On May 29, 2017, The Freedom Committee of Orange
County (FCOC) coordinated and participated in the 63™
Annual Memorial Day Service at the Harbor Lawn-Mount
Olive Memorial Park. Freedom Committee members and
the community gathered together to honor those whose last
full measure of their lives was given in the service of their
country.

An overflow crowd of more than 700 witnessed the
service: Posting of the Colors by the Costa Mesa Fire De-
partment, Lighting the eternal flame by the Boy Scouts of
America, FCOC’s veterans parade of the service flags, Ma-
jor General William “Bill” J. Mall’s keynote speech,
“Missing in Action”, followed by the laying of the 15 bat-
tle wreaths lead by a Gold Star mother and combat veter-
ans of WWII, Korea, Cold War, Vietham War, Gulf Wars
and the Global War on Terrorism. The opening flyover by
a C-130J, from the California Air National Guard’s 146™
Airflight Wing, Channel Islands, stirred the crowd. The
observance was concluded with the playing of “Taps” by
10 year old Sage Iliescu, and the farewell flyover by the
Mentor Heritage Foundation March ARB Aero Club.

As we left the service, we were a little taller, a little
straighter, and proud of our service men and women and of
our American heritage.

LIVING HISTORY

In June, our FCOC “Living History” program made
presentations at Capistrano Valley High School, Early Col-
lege HS, Mater Dei HS, Ocean View HS, Killybrooke Ele-
mentary, Tustin Ranch Intermediate School, and Costa

Mesa HS. Our living history program veterans spoke at
thirty schools and two universities to approximately 10,000
students in the 2016-17 school year.

How are we doing? We measure our success by
schools that ask us to return the next school year and by the
comments from students and teachers. About ninety five
per cent of our schools are repeat clients. This past quarter
we were asked to present to Ocean View HS, in Hunting-
ton Beach, for the first time. James “Jim” Grimm, FCOC
Vice-President, Vietnam Veteran, took on the challenge to
organize staff and schedule two separate presentations in
March and May: WWII veterans, and Cold War-Vietnam
Veterans.

FEEDBACK FROM THE SCHOOLS

How were the “Living History” presentations re-
ceived? Brenda McDonough, Lead Teacher, History and
English, at Ocean View responded enthusiastically with a
two and half page letter which I will share in pertinent
parts with our readers.

“Thank you so much for all that you ( Jim Grimm) and
the Freedom Committee of Orange County have done for
Ocean View High School...The World War Il Veterans that
came in March were incredible, and it is neat seeing how
blown away our students were with hearing their stories.
Some of them are still talking about how amazing it was to
talk and listen to them, and one student said it was the
highlight of her school year.”

“... The Vietnam & Cold War Veteran panels were
also amazing, as students were able to get a much better
idea of how many people contribute to our military and the
variety of jobs and roles that each person played. Over and
over again, students explained that they connected to vet-
erans in a new way because of your visits.”

Much more will be said about this program in future
newsletters. [J
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Staff Sergeant Robert Dugan, USMC
Sent by Tom Gorla

Marine S/Sgt. Bob Dugan had some tales to tell, and they
were well worth hearing. Born in 1925 in West Haven,
Connecticut, he had two brothers and two sisters, although
one passed away very young. His brothers both joined the
National Guard in early 1941, perhaps stimulating some
wanderlust in Bob’s thoughts as he saw his brothers’ Guard
unit federalized in the Summer of 1941.

With 3 years of high school under his belt and still
young at 17 years of age, he and 6 friends decided to join
the merchant marine; 4 failed but Bob and another made the
grade and entered Merchant Marine boot camp in Sheeps-
head Bay, Brooklyn, New York, for 8-10 weeks training by
the Navy. Bob got in the union to be assigned to his first
merchant job at $75 a month plus overtime. As it was, if
you spent too little time at sea, the War Shipping Admin-
istration would offer you up for the draft, which made it
quite competitive securing the next billet.

His first run was to England in a Liberty ship, lasting
30 days at 7 or 8 knots speed. Immediately disliking being a
“snipe” or engine-man, and after they returned from their
crossing from Barry Docks, South Wales, he was deter-
mined to get into the “Deck” union. The risks of being in
the engine spaces in the event of being torpedoed did pass
through his mind. Being crew on these ships was extremely
dangerous work and over a thousand ships were torpedoed
delivering supplies across the oceans in WWII; surviving
after being torpedoed was a very low percentage possibility.

On one occasion, the ship’s carpenter had remained in
Glasgow, Scotland, and after Bob was questioned about his
background, he was allowed to pick up the job as the ship’s
carpenter. That kept him above decks with better pay. He
made the change and ended up working on gun batteries
aboard as part of the armed guard with either 5 inch or 20
mm guns, with the Armed Navy Guard. Further trips in-
cluded a non-convoy voyage on a fast luxury liner from
Boston to Mariposa, then to Marseilles and Italy, and while
in Naples he witnessed volcano Vesuvius erupting. Later he
made a trip to Rio de Janeiro.

Victory in Europe brought about his transfer to San
Francisco, which was welcomed since the Liberty ships—
slow and dangerous—were not sailing out in the Pacific
where C1, C2, and C3 ships, much faster and longer, were
working. His first voyage in the Pacific was to the Philip-
pine Islands and then to the China mail run to Hong Kong
and Shanghai.

Victory over Japan brought more changes. A trip to
Seattle/Tacoma came his way and he picked up his chips
and decided to return to Waterbury, securing a job as ship’s
carpenter, but he had to sign on for the return to Seattle.
Making it to New York, he was forgiven the commitment to
sail back to Seattle and he returned to Waterbury and
worked in Cudahy Packing Company.

Fate interceded
when, in 1947, the
military draft started
again! Merchant time
was not counted and
in October, 1948, he
joined the U.S Marine
Corps rather than be
drafted. Finishing
boot camp in early
1949, he was ordered
to 1st Battalion, 1st
Marine Division and
a few months later to
the 2nd Battalion, 5th
Marine Regiment,
and assigned to a ma-
chine gun platoon.
Soon after, he went to
recon training in
Camp Pendleton and Del Mar. Little did Bob know, his
recon training would be put to use in short order. His com-
pany of 40 Recon Marines went aboard USS Juneau,
CCLA-119, and home-ported in Y okosuka, Japan. Bob
Dugan was chosen to be one-of-four orderlies to the Juneau
X0, an honor which speaks to his officers’ and sergeants’
recognition of his capabilities. And then....the Korea con-
flict began!

In the first week of hostilities, Juneau, along with other
allied ships, was attacked by six North Korean PT boats
and general quarters was sounded; the Marines on watch
were the first to spot the attacking boats. Five of these PT
boats were sunk, one by the Marines firing their quad -40
mm gun mount, the others by Juneau’s guns. Just a week
later, ship’s company in Juneau observed train traffic just
South of the 38th parallel, and saw that there was a tunnel
through which the railroad travelled.

A ship’s company officer, Cdr. W. B. Porter, was
Demolition Patrol Commander, with 2nd Lt. R.M. Johnson
(later Colonel) as Demolition Officer. They were the offic-
ers assigned in command. The Demolition Team was com-
prised of 4 enlisted sailors and 4 enlisted Marines, all pri-
vates, including Pvt. Robert E. Dugan, USMC. They were
the Security Element. The full party of 10 was transferred
to a smaller ship, the destroyer USS Mansfield (DD-728).

At the appropriate time, in heavy fog and at night and
guided by the radar of Mansfield, they went ashore to find
the tunnel. They carried a heavy load of arms, explosives
and pressure switches. The Marines were deployed to lo-
cate the tunnel and to provide security against ambush. The
slopes were very steep. Finally locating the tunnel with dif-
ficulty, the demo team set their trap. All returned to the ship
and observed the explosions of the train inside the tunnel.
This very hazardous mission earned each Marine the
Bronze Star. Along with the congratulations from General
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Douglas MacArthur, came the very pointed message. “Nice
job, but DON’T do it again without my approval!”

Soon after, the 5th Regiment was ordered to the
Chosin Reservoir, and the most difficult withdrawal toward
the South began as the 10 days of relentless battle of
fighting, dying and surviving in close-in combat unfolded.
In the mountains circling the Chosin Reservoir approxi-
mately 120,000 Chinese and North Korean troops encircled
30,000 United States troops, named the “Chosin Few” in
our histories.

The intensity was relentless as Marines struggled
South, trying to keep the wounded alive and moving. Bob
was wounded in the side and lower back with shrapnel, and
after a long hard slog, among the walking wounded and
still fighting, he was “med-evac’d" to Yokohama, where
the hospital operated on his wounds, pulling out considera-
ble metal.

Bob did remember that no facility actually x-rayed his
wound and, later in life, he had significant, persistent pain
in the area of the wound. It took some time, but it was fi-
nally x-rayed and many pieces of metal were removed.
Some were allowed to stay in Bob’s back.

Bob Dugan and Lois, his wife of 51 years, had four
sons: Casey, Jeff, Tim, and Dan. Bob Dugan died on 1 June
2017. He loved his family, his life, his golf, and the United
States Marine Corps. Semper Fi, Bob.

PRESENTATIONS MADE BY
THE FREEDOM COMMITTEE

Our schedule has been active with our veterans’ appearanc-

es at these schools and public functions.

April 5. Estancia High School, Costa Mesa.

April 5. Edison High School, Huntington Beach.

April 21. Early College High School, Costa Mesa.

April 26. TeWinkle Middle School, Costa Mesa.

April 27. Rancho Cucamonga High School, Rancho
Cucamonga.

May 7. Planes of Fame Museum Air Show, Chino.

May 10. Orange County Board of Education, Costa Mesa.

May 11-14. Lyons Air Museum, Santa Ana.

May 12. Rancho San Joaquin Middle School, Irvine.

May 13. Sons of American Revolution, Fullerton.

May 15. Capistrano Valley High School, Mission Viejo.

May 19. Early College High School, Costa Mesa.

May 23-24. Newport Harbor High School. Newport Beach.

May 25. Mater Dei High School, Santa Ana.

May 25-26. Ocean View High School, Huntington Beach.

May 26. Killybrooke Elementary School, Costa Mesa.

May 26. Tustin Ranch Elementary School, Tustin.

May 29. Harbor Lawn-Mt. Olive Memorial Park, Costa
Mesa.

May 29. Laguna Niguel Memorial Day Program.

May 29. VFW Memorial Day Program, Fountain Valley.

May 29. El Toro Memorial Park, Lake Forest.

June 5. El Dorado High School, Placentia.

June 6. Costa Mesa High School, Costa Mesa.

1 Notice to Veterans. If you are not already a member of the

Freedom Committee, please come and join us. We are a
group of 150 veterans, comprised of 44 Army, 43 Navy, 30

@i Air Force and 23 Marine Corps. In addition, we welcome
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Right: Veteran Bob
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June meeting of the
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5 | Associates. We meet at 11:30 am on the second Wednesday
> of each month at the Costa Mesa Community Recreation

Center at 1860 S. Anaheim Ave., at 19th Street, in Costa
Mesa. Visit our website, too, shown below.

SEND YOUR STORIES, LETTERS, PHOTOS AND
COMMENTS TO DAVE HAYWARD AT
JeanneDave@aol.com
FREEDOM COMMITTEE OF ORANGE COUNTY
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