
 

Voices of veterans who have served their country in World War II, Korea, 

Vietnam, the Cold War, 1st Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan 

“...It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated 

here to the unfinished work which they who fought 

here have thus far so nobly advanced.  It is rather 

for us to be here dedicated to the great task re-

maining before us – that from these honored dead 

we take increased devotion to that cause for which 

they gave the last full measure of devotion—that 

we here highly resolve that these dead shall not 

have died in vain...” President Abraham Lincoln’s 

Gettysburg Address, 1863. 

Our purpose is to bring military history to the 

next generation. As we wrap up a busy 2017-2018 

school year, we can report that our volunteer veteran 

military history speakers spoke to 10,000 students at 

32 schools in the past eight months.   

Now is the time we take up our obligation to hon-

or the more than one million members of the United 

States military who died while serving their country.  

The cost of freedom bears a heavy cost in the loss of 

life and the loss suffered by the family and friends of 

the decedents. Please join with The Freedom Commit-

tee’s family of veterans and associates in honoring 

those who fought and died to protect our American 

Democratic-Republic values.   

On Monday, May 28, at 

11:00 A.M., The Freedom 

Committee of Orange County 

will coordinate the 64th An-

nual Memorial Day Service 

at Harbor Lawn-Mt. Olive 

Memorial Park and Cemetery 

at 1625 Gisler Ave. in Costa 

Mesa. The Marine Corps 

band will begin the musical prelude at 10:45 A.M. 

Our veteran members will participate by a ceremonial 

laying of wreaths to honor the Gold Star Mothers and 

the five military service branches, as well as recogni-

tion of those who sacrificed their lives in WWI, 

WWII, the Korean War, Cold War, Vietnam War, Iraq 

War, and the Afghanistan War. 

The ceremony will be supported by the music of 

the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing Band from MCAS, 

Miramar. There are two fly-overs: the California Air 

National Guard’s 146th Airlift Wing, during the play-

ing of the National Anthem, and the Mentor Heritage 

Foundation March Air Force Aero Club, flying the 

“missing-man” formation at the close. 

Our gratitude goes to our event sponsors: Divini-

ty, the parent of Harbor Lawn-Mt. Olive Memorial 

Park; the Stanley W. Ekstrom Foundation; In-N-Out 

Burger; and Valerie Torelli Realty. 

 Scott Williams, President 

 Freedom Committee of Orange County 
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A Tribute to Pastor Frank Orzio  
Pastor Frank Orzio and his wife Sherrie are the founders of 
the Wounded Warrior Ministry that would shape the future 
of many soldiers in their Walk of Faith. Pastor Frank is a 
two-time Purple Heart recipient, a Marine Sergeant with the 
“infamous” 1st Marine ''Suicide” Charley Company, in  
Vietnam, 1968. 

Frank is the Chaplain for our Freedom Committee of 
Orange County and the past State of California Chaplain for 
the Military Order of the Purple Heart, along with 5 other 
Veterans Groups, including the American Indian Veterans 
Association. He is past Commander of the Orange County 
Chapter of the Vietnam Veterans of America. Note that he 
was a U.S. Post Office Manager for 25 of his 30-year career 
in Orange County, after healing from wounds of the war. 
 

“What We Lose in the Fire; We Find in the 
Ashes,” a speech given by Pastor Frank 
 
Today we remember the sacrifices of many for the nation: 
lives lost, limbs lost, families, and a nation, too, becoming 
casualties of war. Some of us lost a leg, so that you might 
walk the streets of freedom without fear. Some of us lost an 
arm or a hand so that you might hold or hug a loved one 
close. Some of us lost our eyesight, blinded so that you 
might see the beauty of freedom. And, yes, sadly, some of 
us lost our lives so that you might live every day out of 
harm’s way. We died so that you—No!—so that freedom 
might live. 

We are a nation made up of many races of people, 
many colors, and many religions, free to speak, free to pray 
under God’s great banner—the American Flag. Old Glory 
has been kicked, shot, burned, and stepped on in the dirt, 
but she rises right back up the flag pole, shakes the dust and 
waves a hearty welcome to those who seek this special free-
dom through the blood shed by her brave soldiers. She 
waves even more boldly as she waves to those who would 
do her harm, saying, “Bring it on, my colors don’t run.” 

Sadly, I’ve seen Old Glory cry as she lays across the 
casket of a fallen hero, as if to hug him fondly one last time. 
I’ve seen Old Glory cry as she is folded so gently and given 
to the family, as if to say, “Thank You.” As a child once 
said, “Mommy, don’t cry. Daddy’s home now. He’s asleep 
inside the flag. He’s one of the stars!” 

It has been said that the character of a nation can be 
measured by the way it treats its veterans—or lack thereof. 
In every society there are many callings. Of all of these, the 
path of the nation’s soldiers is the most difficult. Through-
out history, the soldier has been called upon to protect his 
country, communities, and family, and to fight for others’ 
safety, both here and abroad. 

The American soldier volunteers for his duty, under-
standing that America stands for these hallowed freedoms 
in God’s name, knowing that the path of freedom may be at 

the cost of his life and 
the suffering of a loved 
one. The soldier puts 
away his youth and he 
takes on the responsi-
bility of a soldier, the 
nation’s protector. 
That path requires 
qualities of courage, 
commitment, and resil-
ience by having to face 
the horror and brutality 
of war. It is the com-
mitment to leave life 
behind as he knew it, 
of having the resilience 
to aid humanity in the face of inhumanity. 

Although it’s true that politics and the public’s view 
constantly change, the path of the warrior is steadfast, as 
the soldier understands duty and honor. No one desires 
peace more than we and our families do, for we truly know 
the cost of wars. When we think of today’s new warriors, 
men and women both, we must never forget about those 
who fought before us or those who were left behind, the 
warriors of the past, the POWs and the MIAs. Like the Ko-
rean and Vietnam veterans, they have become like fading 
photos of long ago, and just memories of what was good in 
this nation, built by our Greatest Generation of yesteryear. 

There are those who still stand fast, their names etched 
on the Vietnam wall. We must embrace those gentle heroes. 
For a long time, they stood in a chill wind as if on a win-
ter’s night watch. And in that night their deeds spoke to us, 
but the nation knew them not. Their voices called to us, but 
the nation heard them not. They were the peacemakers in 
this land, a nation that is so blessed by God. It is said that 
dawn follows the darkness, and now the morning has come 
and the long night is over. 

We see these brave warriors once again and know how 
much they have given to us, and know how much we owe 
them. Thanks to our new warriors who are today’s Ameri-
can Pride, we once again see in that great nation on the bat-
tlefield, that “uncommon virtue” is actually a common vir-
tue, and that through their unselfish sacrifice we truly can 
walk the streets of freedom without fear. 

 As I close this ceremony, let’s remember that it is 
through the unselfish sacrifice of every American soldier 
and his family, too, who became casualties of war, that we 
have the freedom that is so often taken for granted. 

All that we, the Korean and Vietnam soldiers, ever 
wanted was that you love us as we love you, as we love our 
Country. America, it is time to put the flag back on the 
porch and invite God back to the dinner table, stop texting, 
and talk to your families again. Remember, it is not the 
wind that moves the flag, but the last breath of the Ameri-
can soldier. May we the people always be able to say “May 
God Bless America,” for it is in God we trust. Amen. 
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PRESENTATIONS MADE BY THE  
FREEDOM COMMITTEE 

Jan 3. Sons of the American Revolution, Torrance. 
Jan 17. Back Bay High School, Newport Beach. 
Jan 18. VA Medical Center, Long Beach. 
Jan 18-19. Mater Dei High School, Santa Ana. 
Feb 2. Edison High School, Huntington Beach. 
Feb 7, 13, 16. Edison High School, Huntington Beach. 
Feb 10. Sons of the American Revolution, Fullerton. 
Feb 23. Early College High School, Costa Mesa. 
Feb 26. Ensign Middle School, Newport Beach. 
Mar 8. Exchange Club, Newport Beach. 
Mar 8-9. Ocean View High School, Huntington Beach. 
Mar 9. Early College High School, Newport Beach. 
Mar 9. Sons of the American Revolution, Ventura. 
Mar16. Martin Luther King High School, Riverside. 
Mar 21-22. Costa Mesa High School, Costa Mesa. 
Apr 4. Estancia High School, Costa Mesa. 
Apr 9. Vanguard University, Costa Mesa. 
Apr 13. Vanguard University, Costa Mesa. 
Apr 18-19. Mater Dei High School. Santa Ana. 
Apr 25. Tewinkle Middle School, Costa Mesa.  
Apr 26. Rancho Cucamonga High School, Ro. Cuca. Mnga.  
Apr 27. Early College High School, Costa Mesa. 
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Seventeen veterans from the Freedom Committee greet-

ed the students at Back Bay High School.  

Dick O’Brien was among five veterans who made 

presentations to the students at Mater Dei High School. 

Don Pageler addressing the Sons of the American Revo-

lution in Torrance. 

Doug Milliken spoke to the Sons of the American Revo-

lution in Ventura, on General Patton of World War II. 

Freedom Committee President Scott Williams (right-

center) greets the students at Mater Dei High School. 

World War II veteran Fred Whitaker (right) told the stu-

dents about the Battle of the Bulge. 
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SEND YOUR STORIES, LETTERS, PHOTOS AND     

COMMENTS TO DAVE HAYWARD AT  

JeanneDave@aol.com  

FREEDOM COMMITTEE OF ORANGE COUNTY  

President…John “Scott” Williams  

Executive Vice President…James Grimm  

Chief Financial Officer…Fred Whitaker  

Secretary…Tim Richards  

Treasurer…Robert McClain  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

John “Scott” Williams 

James Baker, Sr. Frank Orzio 

David Brooks David K. Hayward 

Robert B. Davis Tim Richards 

James C. Grimm Fred Whitaker  

Maj. Gen. William J. Mall, Jr. 

WHEN AND WHERE WE MEET 

2nd Wednesday of the month 

11:30 am to 1:30 pm 

Presbyterian Church of the Covenant 

2850 Fairview Road, Costa Mesa 

HOW TO REACH US 

WEBSITE: www.fc-oc.org  

PRESIDENT: Scott Williams 

3465 Santa Clara 

Costa Mesa, CA 92626 

Phone: 714-979-1049 

Email: swllmsca@sbcglobal.net 

NEWSLETTER STAFF  

Dave Hayward, Tim Richards, Bill Moynihan, Kaaron 

Carver, Beth Refakes 

Students at Mater Dei gather around veteran Ted Tanner 

(center) as he shows souvenir items from World War II. 

Frank Pangborn spoke about the Vietnam war to        

students at Estancia High School in Costa Mesa. 

At Vanguard University, Veterans Bob Davis and Dave 

Hayward spoke about World War II. Shown here is 

Dave Hayward’s presentation. 

Veterans Dick Graybow (center) and Fred Whitaker 

(right) spoke to the students at Edison High School. 


