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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Scott Williams 
 

Reflecting on our service men and women this past holiday 

season, there is no emptier feeling than being in a foreign 

country combat zone thousands of miles from family and 

home during Thanksgiving and Christmas. Keep our 

Armed Forces in your thoughts, actions and prayers. 

The Freedom Committee of Orange County had a 

very successful 2017 by “Passing the Torch of Liberty on 

to the Future Generation.” Our volunteer military speakers 

passed on their personal military histories to approximately 

10,000 students through interviews, panels, classroom 

presentations and school assemblies. Here is an example of 

speakers and the number of presentations they made in 

2017, where available. We could not have accomplished 

this without: Lt. David Hayward (33), Frank Orzio (15), 

Captain Robert Olds (14), Senior Chief Gary Tegal (13), T/

Sgt. Robert Davis (8), Lt. Col. Ted Tanner, C/Tech 2nd 

Donald Pageler, Pvt. George Ciampa, SK1c Bobbi Cow-

ley, S/Sgt. John Meyer, Chris Merkle, S/Sgt. Douglas Mil-

liken (11), WO2 James Grimm, CW04 Sven Akesson, Lt. 

Frank Pangborn, Pvt. Ronnie Guyer (13), Col. Richard 

Grabow, Capt. Robert McClain, Sgt. David Brooks, Capt. 

Tom Gorla, A/1c Barbara Hallett, E-4 Keith Regan, Pfc. 

Edward Royce, Major Hammond Salley, Maj. Gen. Wil-

liam “Bill” Mall, William Schultz, David Kinkaid, Del 

Chase, Lt. JG Mario Vinci, 1 Lt. Scott Williams, and the 

supporting cast volunteers: S/Sgt. H. Buck Wall-

membership, Ray Wong-video, and PowerPoint instruc-

tors: Kaaron Carver, and Doug Milliken. 

Teacher enthusiasm, student participation and student 

letters tell us our military history program is making a dif-

ference.  Recently, a student at Corona del Mar Junior 

High told me that she became interested in American His-

tory after she attended a presentation by FCOC’s Bob Da-

vis at her grammar school, and later her school class visit-

ed the Lyons Air Mu-

seum as a part of 

Newport-Mesa Uni-

fied School District’s 

history program.  Isa-

bella, the student, 

told me that she is 

reading a book, The 

Librarian of Ausch-

witz, based on the life 

experience of an 

Auschwitz prisoner 

Dita Kraus who, as a young teenager, risked her life to take 

charge of a secret library within the prison. This is anecdo-

tal evidence that our “Living History” program is working. 

Our 2018 “Living History” began with a presentation 

by Lt. David Hayward of the “China-Burma-India” cam-

paign to save China from being overrun by the Japanese 

Imperial forces, and individual student interviews with 12 

FCOC military veterans at Back Bay High School, New-

port Beach, on Wednesday, January 17th. An estimated 

130 students met with our 12 FCOC military veterans. 

On Thursday, January 18th, the FCOC’s Living Histo-

ry Program was held at Mater Dei High School for 7 clas-

ses over 3 periods.  Lt. David Hayward, WWII, China-

Burma-India; S/Sgt. Dick O’Brien, WWII, Battle of the 

Bulge and Pvt. Fred Whitaker, WWII, Battle of the Bulge 

made presentations supported by PowerPoint slides.  In 

addition, David Hayward attended the student assembly 

and rally and was introduced to the school’s 2,000 students.  

On Friday, January 19th, at Mater Dei, Lt. Col. Ted Tan-

ner, WWII, South Pacific, Lt. David Hayward, WWII, CBI, 

and Lt. Roberto “Bob” Ruiz, WWII, European Theater, 

made presentations supported by PowerPoint slides. The 

students were enthusiastic and very attentive to our veter-

ans. The 2-day total attendance was 490 students.   

Great Beginnings! 
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Veteran Ted Tanner met with   

students at Mater Dei High 
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PRESENTATIONS MADE BY THE 

FREEDOM COMMITTEE  
Oct 17. Oasis Senior Center. Corona del Mar. 

Oct 21. Veterans History Project. Newport Beach. 

Oct 24. Wickenburg Christian Academy, Wickenburg, AZ. 

Nov 4. 22nd Bomb Squadron Association. Tucson, AZ. 

Nov 6. Vanguard University. Costa Mesa.  

Nov 9. Friends Christian Church. Yorba Linda. 

Nov 9. Costa Mesa Senior Center. Costa Mesa. 

Nov 9 Sonora Elementary School. Costa Mesa. 

Nov 9. Killybrooke Elementary School. Costa Mesa. 

Nov 9. Don Juan Avila School. Aliso Viejo. 

Nov 9. Veterans Day Parade, Palm Springs. 

Nov 10. Field of Valor, Handy Park, Orange. 

Nov 11. City of Fountain Valley 

Nov 11. Senior and Community Center, Laguna Niguel. 

Nov 19. Costa Mesa Historical Society, Costa Mesa. 

Nov 21. Sons of the American Revolution. Irvine. 

Nov 30. Early College High School, Costa Mesa. 

Dec 9. Laguna Niguel Parade. 

Jan 17. Back Bay High School, Newport Beach. 

Jan 18-19. Mater Dei High School, Santa Ana. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left. Captain Bob Olds with 

school administrator Kevin 

Armstrong following his 

“Living History” presentation 

to the Wickenburg Christian 

Academy’s middle and high 

school students in Wicken-

burg, AZ. 

 

 

 

Veteran Dave Hayward, left, at Professor Kirsten 

Lashua’s history class at Vanguard University. 

Veteran Doug Millikin addressed the group at Handy 

Park, Orange, on November 10. 

Left. After their 

presentations, Bob 

Olds and Dave 

Hayward are sur-

rounded by mem-

bers of Boy Scout 

Troop 772 at La-

guna Niguel. 

Freedom Committee Veteran Don Pageler, right, at the 

Veterans Day Parade in Palm Springs. 

On Veterans Day, at Laguna Niguel, Veteran Bob Olds 

told of flying with the Navy during the Cold War.  



MERL “BUS” CORNELIUS, U.S. ARMY, WWII 

By Tom Gorla 

 

Bus Cornelius of the Freedom Committee of Orange Coun-

ty was born in Lane, Kansas, in 1921. Having moved to 

California in 1938, Bus was hired by Consolidated Aircraft, 

recognizing his proficiency with machinery and skills as a 

carpenter. He was put to work building wooden jigs for the 

fabrication of the top turret of the B-24, the Liberator 

bomber. Rarely did aircraft industry workers get picked up 

by the draft, but in 1943 Bus and others with designated 

skills were pulled off the line for induction into a special 

assignment with the Army. They were moved to Camp Sut-

ton, North Carolina. This was a most unusual way to enter 

the Army. 4000 men not yet soldiers were officially induct-

ed into the Army Reserve, and an hour later were activated. 

At that time the base was just a large cotton field. None of 

the men had uniforms, nor had they been to any basic train-

ing. It was two weeks at Camp Sutton before they were giv-

en an entry physical, and six weeks to get uniforms. 

This unit, they were to discover, had the mission of 

handling all sorts of vehicles from tanks to trucks to Jeeps, 

anything that moved people, supplies and weapons. During 

the early period, General George Patton, who developed 

Bus’s unit from the start, did meet with the 4000 at Camp 

Sutton. Their game was to be logistics, accepting machin-

ery, vehicles and weapons of all types, going through them 

all, rebuilding and sending them on to our fighting forces 

and those of our allies. These 4000 had been screened for 

mechanical ability, not your average draftees. Patton left 

with a 400-man advance detail and in 1943 sailed to Africa, 

continuing northwest of Oran in Algeria. Their big adven-

ture had begun in earnest. The remainder of the original 

4000, including Bus, followed in a 100-ship convoy that 

included 11 destroyers and 2 aircraft carriers, with boxed 

aircraft on the flight deck. Bus travelled aboard the Navy 

transport Anne Arundell. 

The complex that was built to process the thousands of 

pieces of equipment was 100,000 sq. ft. in size. It was filled 

with shops and a tent city for the 4000 men. At one point, 

Bus was spot-promoted from PFC to Tech 5 Corporal for 

his leadership and efficiency. The 602 took care of all 

equipment and vehicles from Casablanca to Tunis, 1200 

miles apart. The logistical importance of the 602 to the war 

effort would be hard to estimate. The war would destroy 

equipment of all descriptions, but they would be rebuilt 

when possible or new replacements would be readied and 

sent to the fronts by the 602 Battalion Depot. 

Bus along with portions of the 602 had moved to Mar-

seilles, France, and while in town, Bus and a few fellows 

were told that some German troops were anxious to surren-

der. They were not in uniform so, thoughtfully, they were 

told to go back and get in uniform. Had they surrendered in 

civilian attire they could have been considered as spies and 

shot. They did return the next day and surrendered without 

incident, having doubled 

their numbers overnight, 

great recruiting!  

As the war moved 

easterly, so did the 602. 

Bus and another man 

were detailed at one 

point to inspect an un-

derground factory, one 

of many built 5 stories 

above and 5 below 

ground. With no light but 

a flashlight, Bus proceeded down 5 floors with only a pistol 

and that flashlight. He found one man who turned out to be 

a Russian slave laborer and almost shot him in the dark. 

The 602 had processed an immense amount of equip-

ment that allowed the war to move ahead to victory. 6400 

tanks had been received and made ready for combat. Many 

thousands more pieces of equipment of every description 

were shipped to 6 countries. Among all the many things 

that Bus experienced was having assigned to his control an 

allotment of 150 German soldiers/POW. One of them, a 

youngster named Werner, spoke English. He related to Bus 

that he was drafted at his school by the Army. Returning 

home to gather up a few things and before leaving for duty 

the next morning, he said that his mother told him to sur-

render to the Americans at the first opportunity, using a 

white handkerchief that she provided. Werner took his 

mother’s advice. It would have been nice if each mother in 

Germany had given the same counsel to their son. 

Bus returned home on the same ship, the Anne Arun-

dell, in which he had crossed the Atlantic two years before. 

Many were detailed to be sent to the Pacific to be readied 

for the invasion of Japan. None were disappointed by the 

dropping of the bombs over Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The 

invasion was unnecessary.  

Bus Cornelius had been with General George Patton 

three times over the course of the war, and Patton’s com-

ments, Bus remembers, were always directed to the men 

with the highest praise and appreciation for the work they 

were doing in the 602. By providing the most necessary 

equipment to the front-line combat units in the manner they 

did, the war effort was sustained in the fashion it was, all 

the way to victory. Bus takes great pride in his connection 

to the 602 Ordnance Battalion. 

Bus got his nickname from an officer whose first name 

also was “Merl.” The officer named him “Bus,” after 

“Buster Brown,” a friendly term of endearment back in the 

‘40s and ‘50s, just in case you wondered. As his career 

moved on as a civilian, Bus became a manager during the 

construction of South Coast Plaza, working for the Seger-

strom family as they turned their bean fields into “a gold 

mine”! Bus resides in Costa Mesa with his wife, Jeanne, 

and near his daughter, Bette, a wonderful supporter of the 

Freedom Committee, along with his granddaughter.   
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MORE PHOTOS OF FREEDOM COMMITTEE 

EVENTS 

* 
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SEND YOUR STORIES, LETTERS, PHOTOS AND     
COMMENTS TO DAVE HAYWARD AT  

JeanneDave@aol.com  
FREEDOM COMMITTEE OF ORANGE COUNTY  
President…John “Scott” Williams  
Executive Vice President…James Grimm  
Chief Financial Officer…Fred Whitaker  
Secretary…Tim Richards  
Treasurer…Robert McClain  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

John “Scott” Williams 
James Baker, Sr.   Frank Orzio 
David Brooks ,  David K. Hayward 
Robert B. Davis,  Tim Richards 
James C. Grimm,  Fred Whitaker  
Maj. Gen. William J. Mall, Jr. 

WHEN AND WHERE WE MEET 
2nd Wednesday of the month 

11:30 am to 1:30 pm 
Presbyterian Church of the Covenant 

2850 Fairview Road, Costa Mesa 
HOW TO REACH US 

WEBSITE: www.fc-oc.org  
PRESIDENT: Scott Williams 

3465 Santa Clara 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
Phone: 714-979-1049 

Email: swllmsca@sbcglobal.net 
NEWSLETTER STAFF  

Dave Hayward, Tim Richards, Bill Moynihan, 
Kaaron Carver, Beth Refakes 

...to be interviewed by two consecutive sessions of  

students. 

Thirteen veterans of the Freedom Committee met at  

Early College High School... 

Richard Dent, left, South Coast Chapter of the Sons of 

the American Revolution, presented Pearl Harbor survi-

vor Howard Bender with this certificate for his presenta-

tion at the Chapter meeting on November 21. This photo 

was taken at the Freedom Committee meeting on Decem-

ber 13, where Howard was the main speaker. President 

Scott Williams, conducting the meeting, is in the center. 

On December 9, Freedom Committee Associate Audrey 

Miller, along with Military Members Michael Halt and 

Sven Akesson, spread the word to participants in the 

Laguna Niguel Parade. 


