
 

Voices of veterans who have served their country in World War II, Korea, 

Vietnam, the Cold War, 1st Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan 

KILLYBROOKE’S MESSAGE 

The Freedom Committee has been invited by the Prin-

cipal of  Killybrooke Elementary School in Costa Mesa, 

Lorie Hoggard, to attend their Flag Deck Ceremony and to 

make classroom visits. Freedom Committee President Scott 

Williams accepted the invitation. The event is to be held on 

Friday, May 26. Scott asked if a 

teacher would like to share with this 

newsletter some stories of “What 

Memorial Day means to you and 

your students.” Third Grade Teacher 

Polly Demkiw responded with the 

following: 

At Killybrooke School, we pro-

vide a rigorous and engaging educa-

tional program, taught and supported 

by caring teachers and staff, in a 

school environment that emphasizes 

personal responsibility and empathy 

for others.  Teaching students about 

our nation’s history, as well as the 

meaning of commemorative days, is important to us.  Each 

year, we invite local veterans to visit our school to be hon-

ored at our weekly flag ceremony and visit classrooms to 

share about their experiences in serving in the military.  

We host our local heroes near Memorial Day each year.  

Students are reminded about the bravery of these men and 

women and those who gave their lives to keep our country 

safe and our freedoms in place.  Memorial Day is a special 

time for us to honor our veterans and remember those who 

made the ultimate sacrifice to protect our freedom and    

well-being.   

My Third Grade students wrote about the meaning of 

Memorial Day.  Here are some excerpts from their writing: 

“Memorial Day is a spectacular holiday.  We get to 

remember the men and women who served for our country 

and sadly, died.  I am thankful that some men and women 

were brave enough to risk their lives for our country and to 

keep us safe.” 

“Memorial Day is a day we should honor and remem-

ber.  We honor men and women who passed away serving 

our country.  I am lucky because of the men and women 

who sacrificed their lives.” 

     “Memorial Day is a wonderful and 

special holiday.  We celebrate a day for 

loved ones who sacrificed their life for 

us.  I am thankful to live in a country 

full of people who work together and 

have their rights.  Bless all who did 

their best to serve us.  

     “Memorial Day is a day that we 

shouldn’t forget.  We honor men and 

women who died while protecting us.  

I am lucky to have freedom.” 

      “Memorial Day is a special holiday 

we should always remember.  Memorial 

Day honors men and women who were 

serving our country and kept us safe.  I 

am lucky to live in a free country where my family and I 

can be safe.” 

“Memorial Day is an important day.  We remember 

and honor men and women.  I am thankful because I live in 

a free country and I can go to school and live with my fam-

ily safely.” 

“Memorial Day is a spectacular day.  We honor lots of 

women and men who sacrificed their lives to save us.  We 

are so lucky to have these people in the military.” 

 

Note: In remembrance of all the servicemen and wom-

en who gave their lives for our freedoms, please join us at 

the 63rd Annual Memorial Day Services on Monday, May 

29, 2017, at 11:00 AM at the Harbor Lawn-Mt. Olive    

Memorial Park, 1625 Gisler Ave., Costa Mesa. 
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A Freedom Committee Veteran      

speaking to a class at Killybrooke 



The Mayors’ 

Prayer Breakfast, 

Costa Mesa. Gov-

ernor Brownback 

of Kansas, left, 

with Freedom 

Committee veter-

ans President Scott 

Williams, Vice 

President Frank 

Pangborn and 

(seated) Bob Davis. 

 

 

(Left to right) Veter-

ans George Widly, 

Jim Grimm and 

Frank Ramirez join 

the group. Ted Tan-

ner and Dave Hay-

ward also attended.  

 

 

 

More Freedom 

Committee veterans 

at the Corona del 

Mar High School 

luncheon. (Left to 

right, front row) 

Muriel Engleman, 

Harry Selling, Dick 

O’Brien and Fred 

Whitaker. 
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Veteran Frank Pangborn, center, with Ashley Curtis’s 

class at Ensign Middle School.  

Veteran Dave Hayward, center, was one of the       

veterans interviewed at Back Bay High School. 

Corona del Mar High School. All the students turned 

out to welcome the Freedom Committee. Pearl Harbor 

survivor John Hughes is introduced. 

All these Freedom Committee veterans attended, as well. 

At Edison High School in Huntington Beach, veteran 

Dave Hayward presented to Allison Nollan’s class the 

story of U.S. involvement in the China-Burma-India   

theater in World War II. 



ED ROYCE, SR. 

SERVICE TO HIS COUNTRY 

 
This story about Ed Royce, Sr, a member of the Freedom 

Committee of Orange County, was written by Loreen Berlin 

and entitled “Service to his country has been unwavering.” 

It appeared in the February 3, 2017, issue of The Orange 

County News. 

 

Congressman Ed Royce shared some history about his fa-

ther, Ed Royce, Sr, who was honored recently by the City 

of Stanton, as a veteran and former mayor. 

Serving in the United States Army from 1943 to 1946, 

during World War II, Royce saw duty in Ireland, England, 

France, Germany and Austria. He served as a Forward Ob-

server for the 3rd Field Artillery Observation Battalion as 

part of General George S. Patton’s Third Army, directing 

fire against Nazi infantry and tank positions. In return, Ger-

man Forward Observers would try to direct fire on him, his 

son said. 

Before entering the service, he borrowed a camera from 

his brother, and was able to take pictures of his war experi-

ences, including the liberation at the Dachau concentration 

camp. 

“After the war, he continued to share his testimony and 

photos as a reminder of the horrors of the Holocaust and 

what happens ‘When a free people do not reject evil soon 

enough,’” said Congressman Royce. 

On Dec. 7, 1941, the largest fleet of American warships 

lay in ruins at Pearl Harbor. The State of Hawaii was in 

chaos, with nothing standing in the way of the Japanese 

military attacking the West Coast of the United States. 

“That was when Americans came together in a common 

cause to preserve our freedoms and liberties and this group 

of Americans, who became known as ‘The Greatest Gener-

ation,’” the Congressman said.  

Royce is one of the best examples of what the Greatest 

Generation was all about. Like many young men during 

WWII, he enlisted at a young age because he believed in his 

country and wanted to help; Royce was only 18 when he 

enlisted. 

Landing in Normandy on Day 20 of the Allied inva-

sion, after the beachhead had been secured, Royce fought 

through the Normandy hedgerow country, and at the Battle 

of the Falaise Gap (The Falaise Gap or Pocket was the deci-

sive engagement of the battle of Normandy in WWII), then 

participated in the drive to the Seine River and on to Paris. 

He also served at the tip of the spear (meaning the first 

soldiers to go into a war zone) during the attack on Germa-

ny, and then in Austria. 

Congressman Royce said that, after his father served his 

country, he served his community from Sept. 13, 2005 

through Jan. 24, 2012, as a city councilman, including serv-

ing as mayor from Dec. 8, 2009 to Dec. 14, 2010. 

“Whether in times of 

war or peace, service to 

his country has been un-

wavering. Edward 

Royce, Sr. is a man to be 

admired and a formida-

ble member of the Great-

est Generation,” his son 

said. 

Royce, 92, is con-

fined to a wheelchair and 

experiencing some de-

mentia, but has plenty of 

support from his loving 

family. □   

 

FEEDBACK FROM THE SCHOOLS 

 
From Robert Bilodeau, 8th Grader, Villa Park. For the ap-

pearance of Freedom Committee veteran Fred Whitaker. 

Thank you very much for your presentation to my 

class. Your time has helped many of my classmates and me  

to fully appreciate the sacrifices that veterans make to pro-

tect our country. You are an outstanding man for what you 

have done for our country. Not only for your service but for 

your continuing support and give-back to your community. 

Countless times you have put yourself in the line of fire to 

insure the simple freedoms that we share on a daily basis. I 

can’t thank you enough for all that you have done. You are 

the living definition of a real super hero.  

After hearing many of my fellow peers’ stories about 

how they spent their Veterans Day off, many of them took 

a minute of remembrance because of your stories. We have 

been truly touched by you. I think we all learned the valua-

ble lesson that we need to be reminded sometimes, that 

freedom isn’t free. Thank you again for the time you took 

out of your schedule to speak to our class. With the highest 

of respect. 

 

From Melissa Schielke, Back Bay High School, Costa 

Mesa, to the Freedom Committee veterans.  

I would like to take some of my time to let you know 

how much you all mean to me. My great grandpa was a 

Marine in World War Two. He would always tell me the 

stories about it. In telling me these things I think it helped 

me become better. I know it’s hard being away from your 

families, but everything is going to be fine.  

I’m sorry that I didn’t go up to speak with you guys, 

because it would bring up memories of my grandpa. He 

passed away in 2014. I really appreciate the things you 

guys do such as protecting us, and protecting our freedom. 

I’m also sorry for the losses of your partners out in the 

field. It’s hard, but if you stay positive, you can get through 

it. Family means the world and I know what it feels like to 

be away from them.  
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I’ve been in the foster care system since I was two 

years old. I’m about to have my 18th birthday on February 

18th. I will finally be able to have a little bit of freedom. 

Through my grandpa’s stories I have been able to make it 

through. I want your stories to be able to inspire others who 

are meeting/met with you guys. I have faith and I pray that 

all veterans make it home safely to their families. Thank 

you for taking time out of your guys day to come talk with 

us. It really means a lot, even though I didn’t come up. 

Please have safe travels so you can come home to your 

families. Sincerely. 

 

A comment back from Freedom Committee veteran 

Frank Pangborn. 

Sometimes you ask the question, “Do the things we do 

matter?” As members of the Freedom Committee of Or-

ange County, we go out to the schools and talk to the stu-

dents about our Living History program as it relates to our 

experiences in the military. Our purpose is to pass the torch 

of liberty on to future generations. We want to show them 

the sacrifices made for their freedom, and to show them the 

patriotism our veterans displayed in serving their country, 

as well as the continued patriotic passion that we have for 

the USA. We want them to know what it means to be a pa-

triot. So, with that said, I wonder some times if what we 

say in the classroom makes a difference. Are we reaching 

these young people? Often we don’t get a confirmation 

now, but it may come to fruition in the years to come. 

This past week I did experience a perhaps life-changing 

event for a young student at one of our schools. I have  a 

practice of talking to the students about the difference be-

tween enlisted personnel and officers, how officers need to 

command attention in order to get their messages across 

and lead their soldiers. I pick a student out of the class to 

act as my platoon sergeant. I show them how to announce 

the entrance of the officer into the company area, and the 

commands of attention, at ease and rest.  

I picked a student and he took the assignment with seri-
ous intent to do the job!! He was absolutely the best student 
sergeant I have had in all the schools and classes where I 
have given presentations. At the end of the class, the teach-
er and I  commended him for his performance. He looked 
really excited as he left the room. The teacher then shared 
with me that the student had given her more problems than 
any of her students. We talked about how she could let him 
know that, if he wanted to be a sergeant or an officer some 
day, he will need to do well in school, because today not all 
applicants are accepted into the all-volunteer military. I 
honestly feel that that simple experience might just have 
changed the young man’s life. I certainly hope so.    

 

A 1st Place essay by Lydia Chung, 8th Grade,“What I 
Learned From My Veteran Interview,” (a portion is shown 
here), Townsend Junior High School, Chino Hills. Lydia 
refers to Freedom Committee veteran Ronnie Guyer. 

Many of us have learned about various character traits 

growing up as a child. We learn to be kind to one another,  

to share, or to stand up 
for our classmates. 
However, some people 
take standing up for 
others a bit further by 
placing  their lives on 
the line for the lives of 
friends, families, and 
even strangers, by en-
listing in the army, ma-
rines, or other forces. 
These people are rec-
ognized as veterans, 
and are thanked for 
their work and sacrifice 
that they have made for 
us. Each veteran has an 
extraordinary life that 
has changed who they 
are as a person, and 
how they stand as an American citizen. One of these veter-
ans is a man named Ronnie Guyer, who was a Specialist 
4th Class Radioman, and served in 1965-1966 in Vietnam. 
Ronnie said something that hit me, that true happiness 
comes from sacrificing yourself on behalf of others, and 
that the greater sacrifice, the greater the happiness. 

 
PRESENTATIONS MADE BY  

THE FREEDOM COMMITTEE 
 

The Freedom Committee has been active with recent ap-
pearances at these schools and public functions.  
  Jan 25. Back Bay High School, Costa Mesa. Interviews. 
  Feb 1. Huntington Beach Union High School District.  
  Feb 1. Ensign Middle School, Newport Beach.  
  Feb various. Corona del Mar High School. Interviews. 
  Feb 17. Tustin Unified School District. Bd. of Ed.   
  Mar 3. Early College High School, Costa Mesa. 
  Mar 7 & 10. Ocean View High School, Huntington Beach. 
  Mar 23. Corona del Mar High School. Newport Beach. 
  Mar 24. Mayors’ Prayer Breakfast, Costa Mesa. 
  Mar 24. Edison High School, Huntington Beach. 
  Apr 7. Vanguard University, Costa Mesa. 
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COMMENTS TO DAVE HAYWARD AT  

JeanneDave@aol.com  
FREEDOM COMMITTEE OF ORANGE COUNTY  

President…Scott Williams  
Executive Vice President…Frank Pangborn  
Chief Financial Officer…Fred Whitaker  
Secretary…Tim Richards  
Treasurer…Robert McClain  

WEBSITE:  www.fc-oc.org  
NEWSLETTER STAFF: Dave Hayward, Tim 
Richards, Bill Moynihan, Kaaron Carver,     

Beth Refakes 

Lydia Chung shows her award 
to veteran Ronnie Guyer. 


