
 

Voices of veterans who have served their country in World War II, Korea, 

Vietnam, the Cold War, 1st Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan 

FCOC PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Declaration of Independence Day 
Scott Williams 

     In the 1700’s, the idea of Liberty for the common man 

was a philosophical concept that placed the governed, not 

the governors, in the center of the political organization.  

Monarchs ruled the day in Europe: Kingdom of France – 

Louis XVI, Kingdom of Great Britain – George III, The Holy 

Roman Empire – Joseph II and the Russian Empire was 

ruled by Catherine II.  They were not elected by popular 

vote but appointed by blood, God or by force.  In America, 

the idea of Liberty became a reality when 33-year old 

Thomas Jefferson penned the compelling words in the 

Declaration of Independence adopted and approved by 

The Continental Congress July 4, 1776.                                                                        

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 

with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 

Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.  That to secure these 

rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 

their just powers from the consent of the governed.” 

The Declaration was opposed by the British and the 

loyalists. A total of 217,000 men, approximately ten-

percent of the total American population, served in The 

American Revolutionary War (1775 – 1783), which result-

ed in America’s independence from Britain. The cost of 

our independence was that 4,435 died in battle and 6,188 

were wounded and survived their wounds.   

In 2016, Liberty defines us as Americans. The Freedom 

Committee of Orange County’s purpose is to pass the 

torch of liberty on to the next generation.  Our veterans 

enhance American history education through their        

personal military 

history stories.   

These military vet-

erans who have 

served their coun-

try honorably to 

preserve our liber-

ties present their 

stories to the stu-

dents and the community throughout Orange County. 

Is our message getting through to this generation?  

239 years, 11 months and 2 days after the adoption of our 

Declaration of Independence, Estancia High School stu-

dents honored its veterans at the “Freedom Wall”.  The 

history project was initiated by History teacher, Jon Wil-

liams, Coast Guard Veteran, and Scott Kahawai, History 

Department Chair, and implemented by the students.  The 

Freedom Wall is located in the history wing and lists 126 

names of former students who have served in the United 

States Armed Services since 1972.  Principal Michael Halt, 

Col. USMCR, FCOC, made the introductions.  Jon Williams, 

Master of Ceremony, gave an inspirational speech based 

on the Declaration of Independence and the liberties we 

enjoy as Americans.  Daniel Foster, Army, Afghanistan 

War, Silver Star, Alumni ’06 gave his personal military his-

tory story as the keynote speaker.  The FCOC was recog-

nized for its presentations at the school.  The standing 

room only audience was attended by students, parents, 

members of the community, and members of the New-

port Mesa Unified School District Board of Trustees. 

It appears that our message and involvement is ex-

panding in our community. 
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Here is what our veterans have been doing! 

Since the May newsletter, Freedom Committee’s vet-

erans made appearances at 18 events, including 13     

schools. These are some examples: 

 
April 20-21. Mater Dei High School, Santa Ana. 

Left to right, Jim 

Grimm and Frank 

Pangborn of the 

Freedom Committee, 

instructor Jacques 

Tuz, two unidentified 

instructors, and 

Freedom Committee 

coordinator Keith 

Regan. 

 

 

Jim Grimm 

brought his  

message to the 

history stu-

dents. 

 

 

 

 

April 23. The 

Korean Peace Bell 

in San Pedro. 
 

Freedom Committee 

veterans Frank Ramirez 

(right) and Sid Yahn 

(below) are among 100 

recipients of the Peace 

Medal. These were pre-

sented by dignitaries of the 

Republic of Korea. 

 

April 30. At the USS 

Iowa in San Pedro. 
 

Freedom Com-

mittee veteran 

Don Pageler 

participated in  

lectures aboard 

this battleship. 

Jim Grimm 

joined Don at 

the event. 

May 5-8. Lyon Air Museum, Santa Ana. 
 

Eighteen veterans 

manned the Freedom 

Committee infor-

mation table at the 

Wings of Freedom 

Tour. This table was 

adjacent to William 

Lyons’ B-25 bomber, 

which attracted a lot 

of interest. 

May 11. Orange County Board of Education,  

Costa Mesa. 
 

Board members Dr. Ken Williams and Robert Hammond 

congratulate the 

winner of the Sec-

ond Annual Jack 

R. Hammett Me-

morial Day Essay 

Contest on “What 

Does Memorial 

Day Mean to 

You?”  Frank 

Pangborn is on 

the right. 

 

 

May 23-24. Newport Harbor High School. 
 

 

Freedom Commit-

tee veterans pre-

sented their stories 

and participated in 

small group inter-

views by the stu-

dents. 

 

 

 

 

May 27. Newport Harbor High School. 
The 26th Annual 

memorial Day 

Ceremony.  (Left 

to right) Principal 

Sean Bolton, 

Speaker Col. Mi-

chael Halt, former 

student Gary Te-

gel, veteran Frank 

Pangborn and 

former grad Dr. 

Myata. 
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Show Sid 

Yahn 



May 26. Estancia High School. 
 Dedication of the Es-

tancia Wall of Honor 

(left), naming the veter-

ans of Estancia High 

School and those who 

died in service to their 

country. 

 

 

Shown at the right, 

in attendance are 

Freedom Commit-

tee veterans Jack 

Linscott, Michael 

Trerotola and 

President Scott 

Williams. 

 

May 30. Harbor Lawn-Mt. Olive Memorial 

Park 
 

Upper right: Michael Trerotola. 

Lower left: Pearl Harbor survi-

vor John Hughes carries the 

Pearl Harbor wreath. Buck Wall 

and Jack Linscott are also 

shown. Lower right: Dave Hay-

ward was the keynote speaker. 

June 1. Costa Mesa High School. 
 

 

These eight 

veterans of the 

Freedom Com-

mittee were 

interviewed by 

students in their 

history classes. 

 

 

 

May 26. Killybrooke Elementary School. 

June 5. Balboa Island Parade. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freedom Committee  

veterans Bob Davis 

(above) and Jack Lin-

scott (left) join hun-

dreds of others in 

celebrating the cen-

tennial of Balboa 

Island’s incorpora-

tion into the City of 

Newport Beach. 

 

 

There were lots more events and pictures showing our 

Freedom Committee veterans presenting their Living History 

program to students and the public in general.  Stay tuned for 

more in the next newsletter! 
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President Scott Williams (left) and Dave Brooks (right) find 

an attentive group of young students anxious to hear about 

how it was in the Vietnam war.  



LETTERS FROM THE SCHOOLS 

 
Professor Kristen Lashua, Vanguard University, 

Costa Mesa. Thank you so much for agreeing to talk to 

my students about your wartime experiences. Your 

talk last fall was the highlight of the semester, so I am 

very glad that a new group of students will get to hear 

your story this spring. 

Katie Elder, student, Vanguard University. I 

attended the lecture you gave in Professor Lashua’s 

class. I just wanted to say what an honor it was to 

meet you and how fascinated I was by your lecture. I 

read the article you wrote about your recent trip to 

China. The article was very interesting to read be-

cause I am currently taking a modern China class, so a 

lot of the places you went to are relevant. We are 

covering them right now and we just covered World 

War II. Everything we learned about was brought to 

life through your stories and your article. Thank you 

so much for that.  

I am a History and Political Science major. I want 

to be an eighth grade American History teacher and 

am fascinated with World War II. It is where my pas-

sion for history comes from. I am starting to collect 

pictures for my future class. I would love to continue 

your story through my teaching. Happy Veteran’s 

Day! Thank you so much for your courage and your 

service. You are an inspiration to myself and my gen-

eration. 

Mary Christensen, teacher, Corona del Mar High 

School, Newport Beach. Teaching history to fifteen 

year olds has many challenges, especially with all the 

distractions that fifteen year olds in 2016 face. My 

students come from all different backgrounds and ex-

periences. Some have travelled around the world; 

some have never left Orange County. Some of my stu-

dents know a lot about the world today and why wars 

happen, others really understand very little about 

why wars occur. A few of my students love history, 

but most of my students are simply trying to fill a 

graduation requirement. 

The Freedom Committee’s Living History project 

offers students the easiest access into real history, 

learning it while hearing from a veteran, who tells his 

or her own story in an intimate setting. It also gives 

my students the opportunity to create a living 

memory of the veteran’s service in the form of a doc-

umentary short film of 10 to 15 minutes documenting 

this veteran’s war experience. In this way we respect 

and honor the veteran’s service to our country. 

Through the dedication of the Freedom Com-

mittee of Orange County and coordinator Ms. Denise 

Weiland, the Living History program has grown to in-

clude all of the Newport Mesa High Schools, although 

here at Corona del Mar we take pride in knowing that 

we really celebrate our veteran’s service. We invite all 

veterans to a luncheon, sponsored by our PTA; we 

love the opportunity to cherish and value their service 

to our country by this large, public and celebratory 

gathering. 

Lorie Hoggard, Principal, Killybrooke Elementary 

School, Costa Mesa. Thank you again for making our 

day! Our kids were talking about your presentations 

after you left and will be for weeks to come :)! We 

truly appreciate your willingness to share with our 

children. 

 

SEND YOUR STORIES, LETTERS, PHOTOS AND     

COMMENTS TO DAVE HAYWARD AT  

JeanneDave@aol.com  

 

FREEDOM COMMITTEE OF ORANGE COUNTY  

President…Scott Williams  

Executive Vice President…Frank Pangborn  

Chief Financial Officer…Fred Whitaker  

Secretary…Tim Richards  

Treasurer…Robert McClain  

 

VISIT THE FREEDOM COMMITTEE WEBSITE AT  

www.fc-oc.org  
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