FREEDOM COMMITTEE OF ORANGE COUNTY

[image: http://www.fc-oc.org/images/fcoc200.jpg]             Neighborhood Community Center
               1845 Park Ave., Costa Mesa, CA. 92627

        Minutes of the Meeting of August 10, 2011       						                 
 Pledge of Allegiance:   	     Cdr. Kirk Ferguson, USN (Ret.)

Invocation:  			     Sgt. Frank Orzio, USMC (Ret.), FCOC Pastor

Taps:			                Captain Lefteris Lavrakas, USN (Ret.)
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\user\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\SJKVTHQZ\MC900013304[1].wmf]		 Captain Frank H. Haigler, USMC 	
		  Anthony Iantorno, Sgt, USA, Pearl Harbor Survivor

					
Guests Present:  (13  )  Christina Angel, Gene Bakke, Penny Cornett, Adeline Coulombe, Gary Coulombe, Valerie Davis, Brian Goldstein, Dwight Hanson, Mary Knybel, Louis Kreidelbaugh, Henry Thedinga, Jack Walters and  Rob Wood. 	 	    
Members Present: (46)  Rally Bates, Howard Beach, Howard Bender, Frank Callahan, Jack Cole, Bus Cornelius,  Robert Cowley, Roberta Cowley, Eddie Felix, Kirk Ferguson, Archie Gregory, Raymond Grissom, Ronnie Guyer, Sid Hallburn, Jack Hammett, Arnold Hanson, Dale Hanson, Dick Higgins, William Holiday, Jack Hubbard, John Hughes, Michael Knybel, David Lester, Ted Marinos, Robert Meyer, Charles Mitchell, Dick O’Brien, Don Oldis, Frank Orzio, Bob Perry, James Pinnex,  Lou Possemato, James Powers, Harry Rawlins, Tim Richards, Larry Schnitzer, Fr. Rick Sera,  John Skara, Bob Stoddard, Ted Tanner, Bob Thomas, Eugene Verge, Gene Wallace, Fred Whitaker, Scott Williams and Sid Yahn.
[image: 9th Infantry Division]Auxiliary Members Present: (11)  Bette Bell, Robby Conn, Ramona Hill, Carmen Holiday, Ramona Hill, Carmen Holiday, Pat O’Brien, Gladys Refakes, Terry Schnitzer, Linda Wallace, Denise Weiland and Ray Wong.

Special Presentation.

    The Freedom Committee was treated to a first-hand account of an infantryman (Scout) in the European theater of WWII.  Howard Beach was a member of the 9th Division, 9th Reconnaissance Troop (Mechanized).  The Recon Troop is given missions by the Division Commanding General to served as advance "eyes and ears" in order to provide warnings of impending attacks, movement plans, offensive and defensive capabilities, terrain, and enemy disposition and NOT engage the enemy if possible.  PFC Beach joined the Troop as they came ashore on the Normandy Beach and fought with them in five Campaigns in Europe from Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes-Alsace, and Central Europe.  One fire fight stands out for him.  On Sept 11, 1944 the 9th Recon’s mission was to pass beyond the Siegfried Line and take a look around.  Strange as it may seem a mobile field kitchen appeared and the Troop was served hot coffee, Howard’s very first cup.  Little did he know he would not have a chance to eat for the next 35 hours.  The roads in the Huertgen Forest were narrow and dense forest on both sides.  Soon they were forced to leave their armored cars and scout ahead on foot.  As they reached the top a hill, they  (
M-8 Armored Car.
 9th Recon Troop 
)[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/9b/UStankParis-edit1.jpg/170px-UStankParis-edit1.jpg]heard Germans talking somewhere ahead.  They remain there all night undetected.  Certain they were greatly out-numbered, at first light, they withdrew back down the hill and dug in.  Then came the sound of “Fur da Fuhrer” and a trumpet sounded.  Several hundred German SS attached down the hill.  The recon troops held out for several hours until their ammo ran low and the Germans artillery began falling on their positions.  They retreat more and found reinforcements with ammo coming to their support.  The battle continued the rest of the day.  Just as darkness was falling, a P-38 fighter broke out of the overcast and strafed the German SS ending the battle.  It had been 35 hours since that 1st cup of coffee.  
     Three recon men were awarded Silver Star Medals for gallantry in action including Tech 5 Howard L. Beach.  For more detail of his WWII Adventures, read The Private War of Howie Beach.

Announcements
Fred Whitaker announced that an Audit of the FCOC Books had been completed and the Treasurer, Bette Bell, was commended for her bookkeeping skills.  The 6 month Audit was necessary as the FCOC is now a 501 (c) 3 Non Profit Organization. 

Scott Williams reported on tax exempt status.  Forms requesting tax exemption from the State of California and the Federal IRS have been filed and the fees paid.

Certificate of Membership have been prepared for all members and were available for pick-up.  Please check for your Certificate at the next meeting if you didn’t pick up your today.

[image: http://www.medalsofamerica.com/ProductImages/Tiny/b227.jpg][image: http://www.medalsofamerica.com/ProductImages/Tiny/b214.jpg]There were 7 Pearl Harbor Survivors present today including Major John Hughes, USMC, Howe Verge, Dick Higgins, Howard Bender, Bob Thomas, Archie Gregory and Jack Hammett.  Jack Hammett reported there are less than 3000 PHS worldwide and 24 in local Chapter 14. 

Lou Possemato was presented an Expert Marksman Badge by Dick O’Brien.  Lou carried a Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR) during WWII in the 35th Inf. Division. 

[image: ]Pastor Frank Orzio attended the dedication of the Greater West Los Angeles Veterans Home.   An 84-bed Residential Care Facility for the Elderly (RCFE), also known as assisted living, opened in October, 2010.  A 252-bed Skilled Nursing Facility is estimated to open in the winter of 2011.  A 60-bed Alzheimer's/dementia, or "Memory Care" unit, is estimated to open following the Skilled Nursing Facility.

Mitch Michell is working with minitures of WWII airplanes; B-17s and P-47s

[image: My signature.JPG]Ronnie Guyer announced that the scale model of the Vietnam Memorial Wall will be in Garden Grove October 8, 2011.
(Minutes of the Meeting prepared by Tim Richards)
						  
         Jack Hammett   Chairman
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